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wasalleged ‘ : 
to satisfy the electors Of the country. Facts, in 
letters and dispatches which are yet to transpire, 
will show, first, that this is a mere pretext; and 
second, that there were other reasons for the dis- 
missal. My distinguished and sagacious friend 
from Itlinois [Mr. Ricuarpson] inferred that the 
real reason for that dismissal was, that McClellan 
did notagree with the emancipation and other radi- 
cal schemesofthe Cabinet. Lassert hereasa fact, 
which I do know, and whieh confirms the infer- 


ences of my friend, that the President was, about || 


neral McClellan was justified because, as it | 
,he had not dash or movement enough || 


| 


the middle of July, informed distinctly of the mode | 


by which and the principles upon which General 
McClellan intended the war to be conducted and 
the Union saved. He was advised that McClellan 
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against Richmond—that point from which McClel- 
lan was dragged, despite his cry of despair, which 
seemed almost to forebode the destruction of the 
Republic? . 


In the vicissitudes of this war the Administra- 
tion will be compelled to resort to McClellan’s 


plans and the conservative policy. Unless this be 


done the war will fail, and a disadvantageous | 
eace will result; for almost any peace will be | 


hailed as better than the war as it is now attempt- 
ed to be conducted. The war must be carried on 


| under and not over the Constitution. When that 


disapproved of any infraction of the laws of civ- || 


jlized and Christian warfare; that he disapproved | 


of arbitrary arrests in places where the insurrec- 
tion did not prevail; that he did not contemplate 
any seizure of private property for the support of 
the Army, or for punishing and desolating the re- 
gion invaded; but that he earnestly pleaded that 
the war should be carried on as a duel between 
organized armies, and notagainst non-combatants; 
that the institutions of the States should be pro- 
tected; that no proclamation of freedom, incensing 


a servile race to indiscriminate massacre of help- | 


less whites, and inviting the destruction of unof- 
fending blacks, should be permitted; in fine, that 
wherever it was possible, the military should be 
subordinate to the civil authority, and the Con- 
stitution alone should be the guide and glory of 
heroic sacrifice ! 

This plan did not suit radicalism. It was not 
obnoxious to the President in the summer, but, 


somehow, it became so in the fall; and hence the | 


general of the Potomac suddenly became un- 
skilled in the art of war. His science in creating 
and inspiring an army after Bull Run was forgot- 
ten. His grand movement and splendid fighting 
before Richmond were ignored. His attempt to 
take Richmond was belittled, although he plead, 
as it were for the life of the nation, for reinforce- 
ments, without which he made no promise and 
had no hope of success. 
Maryland; his satvation of Washington from the 
blunders of Pope, or those over him, were con- 
veniently slighted. It was pretended that he did 
not move fastenough after the battle of Antietam; 
that he was abundantly supplied, but failed to 
pursue the defeated enemy. Time will show who 
are to blame for failing to supply the army at 
that critical time. Such pretexts will hardly stand 
before the official records which will be published. 
At the time when McClellan was dismissed, he 
was moving his immense army more than ten 
miles a day. His cavalry was driving the enemy 
before them, and his infantry and artillery were 
ce them back from the frowning gaps of the 

lue Ridge. His movements were as fast as pru- 
dence, in such a situation, warranted. 

_No, sir; this removal of the general whose gen- 
a dee oe and skillful genius had inspired 
the Army with enthusiasm, was a sacrifice to 
appease the ebony fetich. But he was displaced 
for Burnside, true; and he told his army to stand 
by Burnside as they had by him. And the noble 
Burnside had told us that McClelian was ‘an hon- 
est, Christian-like, and conscientious man, with 
the soundest head and clearest military perception 
of any man in the United States.”? Fatal words! 

hey have in them the ultimate fate of Burnside. 
Let us pray for his success fervently, as he, no 
doubt, has prayed for the presence of McClellan 
during the past eventful week. But let us watch 
a3 we pray; for he, too, will be brought to the 
Stone of jasper, another sacrifice to the Mumbo 
Jumbo of abolition. 

What have we gained by McClellan’s removal? 
Celerity of movement? better base of opera- 


tions? Nearnessto Richmond? Supplies by water, 
and a point d’appui for gunboats? Or, suppose 
we conquer at Fredericksburg, will not our army 
at last be compelled to return to James river, as 
the only base from which operations can succeed 


His superb battles in | 
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course is resumed , the patriotic North will respond 
as it has before responded. The conservative 
members of the next Congress will demand such 
areturn. The President will find that there will 
be Representatives here who mean to save their 
institutions and rebuild the Union. 

This parrot cry that these elections indicate a 
sympathy with the southern rebellion has been 


iterated for party purposes at home. It was not | 


It did | 


manufactured for foreign consumption. 
harm abroad. Well might Mr. Seward, with more 


truth than is usual to diplomatic finesse, write a | 


chapter to counteract the bad effect of such false- 


hoods. On the 10th of November last, he advised | 


Mr. Adams, at London: 


* That while there may be men of doubtful political wis- 
dom and virtue in each party, and while there may be dif. 





RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. 6. 





New Senies.....No. 7. 
| dicate a profound unrest among the people as to 

the continuance of this war on the line of policy 
now about to be pursued. They do indicate that 
| in the popular mind there isa hope yetalive, and 
| efforts yet to be tried, perhaps not opportune just 

now, to adjust the causes of strife and bridge over 
this abyss, below which is surging the torrent 
of blood. They do approve of the President’s 
remark that after all our fighting we must at last 
make some accommodation. The London Times 
Says truly, that “tin the result of these elections 
| we think we see a hope that the word ‘ compro- 
| mise’ will soon come into general use on the other 
| side of the Atlantic.’”?” The President himself 
| 
| 


seems, in an oblique way, to have taken the hint, 


|| and in his late message writes out in plain hand, 





ferences of opinion between the two parties as to the meas- | 


ures best calculated to preserve the Union and restore its 
authority, yet itis not to be inferred that either party, or 
any considerable portion of the people of the loyal States, 
is disposed to accept disunion under any circumstances, or 
upon any terms. [tis rather to be understood that the peo- 
ple have become so confident of the stability of the Union 
that partisan combinations are resuming their sway here, as 
they do in such cases in all free countries. In this country, 
especially, it is a habit not only entirely consistent with \he 
Constitution, but even essential to its stability, to regard the 
Administration at any time existing as distinct and separ- 
able froin the Government itseif, and to canvass the pro- 
ceedings of the one without the thought of disloyalty in the 

osite side who dare echo 


other.’? 
Whoisthere on the opp 

the sincere tribute of Mr. Seward to the loyal De- 
mocracy? Who of you has had the generosity 
to distinguish between sustaining the Government 
and criticising the Administration? Whoamong 
= does the Secretary reckon of ‘* doubtful po- 
itical wisdom and virtue?’’ Certainly it is him 
who would counsel a war against slavery; for he 
said to Mr. Adams, on the 17th of February, 1862, 
in speaking of the-crusade against slavery: 


*To proclaim the crusade is unnecessary, and it would | 
even be inexpedient, because it would deprive us of the 


needful and legitimate support of the friends of the Union | 


who are opposed to slavery, but who prefer Union without 
slavery to disunion with slavery. 

‘Does France or does Great Britain want to see a social 
revolution here, with all its horrors, like the slave revolu- 
tion in St. Domingo? Are these Powers sure that the coun- 
try or the world is ripe tor such arevolution, so that it must 
certainly be successful? What, ifinaugurating such a rev- 
olution, slavery, protesting against its ferocity and inhu- 
manity, should prove the victor??? 


Again, on the 5th of July, 1862, he says: 


** [t seems as if the extreme advocates of African slavery 
and its most vehement opponents were acting in concert 
together to precipitate a servile war—the former by making 
the most desperate attempts to overthrow the Federal 
Union, the latter by demanding an edict of universal eman- 
cipation, as a lawful and necessary, if not, as they say, the 
only legitimate way of saving the Union.” 


He accuses, therefore, every one who would 


pervert the war from its primitive and loyal pur- | 


pose into an anti-slavery crusade, as depriving 
the country of its loyal friends. He accuses all 
such of aiding to bring on a social revolution, like 


that of St. Domingo, involving all its ferocity and | 


inhumanity. If this indictment be true, who will 
escape condemnation? The vote the other day 
to sustain the proclamation willshow. When the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania was framing his 
crimination against those who would propose 
peace on the basis of separation, which inculpates 
no one on this side, did he know whereof he was 


accused by the Premier of the Administration? | 


The people have tried and condemned all such as 
are thus accused. But while those who are ap- 
pe by them never will “accept disunion un- 

er any circumstances or upon any terms,”’ still 
it is nevertheless true that these elections do in- 


|.this once-honored word—Compromise 


|| But how shall we begin the work of compro- 


mise? What is honorable and just, under present 
circumstances? ,lIs it true, as is alleged, sas the 
southern States, under certain circumstances, are 
willing to return to the Union? Is it true that the 
President is thus advised? I know not; but ifso, 
what sacrifices can be made to restore the Union? 
Or, indeed, ought any talk of compromise to be 
held, while the guns of rebellion thunder along 
the Rappahannock, or our navies meet with re- 


|| sistance down the Mississippi? Shall we wait 


the results of the present movements? Shall we 
then, in case of failure, wait still another year? 
| Shall we talk of compromise before our debt 
reaches the estimate of Mr. Chase, on the Ist of 
June next, and towers up to $1,122,297,403 24? 
Or shall we wait till the year after, when it shall 
still mount up to $1,744,595,596 80? Or still more 
nearly, on the next year’s day, when the Com- 
mander-in-Chief shall have declared all persons 
held as slaves in any State, or desiguated paak of 
a State then in rebellion, to be then, thencefor- 
ward, and forever free? If that grand panacea 
fail, shall we still wait until another million shall 
be added to our Army; another hundred thousand 
to our hospitals? Another hundred thousand fresh 
made graves upon our soil? Another three hun- 
dred millions of loss, by destruction of public en- 
terprises, private property, and by the wholesale 
dera \gement of the social, business, and laborsys- 
tems of the land? Or will compromise be more 
acceptable, North and South, if possible at all, 
when another half million of slaves are freed by 
the friction and abrasion of the war? Or will it 
be when slave labor is enfranchised and exported 
to regions where it will never add a dollar to the 
national Treasury or to the general wealth? Or 
when the four million slaves, being freed by war, 
legislation, confiscation, or proclamation, which 
my colleague (Mr. Hurcmts] thinks may cause 
some slight inconvenience, shall seek the north 
star, and by an exodus, already great and increas- 
ing, shall disturb the relations of labor in the free 
States, until a new irrepressible conflict shall arise 
between white and black labor? Or shall the war 
go on, without effort at compromise, with no other 
attempt at arbitrament except the sword, until 
‘extermination results? Will you compromise 
with desolation and call it peace? Will you glory 
in the unity and indivisibility of a territory de- 
nuded by the besom of war? When, when, 
Representatives, is peace honorable, and compro- 
mise just? Are these ** forces’’ to ** endure”’ so 
long as there is a cotton and rice field in Carolina, 
or a sugar plantation in Louisiana unscathed by 
war or unsettled by free labor? If the day of com- 
promise be postponed till then, may not the Fed- 
eral scepter be a barren one in your gripe? Or 
| may not other schemes of union, economic, po- 
| litical, and geographical, and other ruinous pro- 
|| jects of secession still further distract our country? 
| ‘These problems may well be considered by the 
|| loyal and patriotic. Let us be wise in time, be- 
|| fore worse evils overtake and overwhelm us. 
|| Tam one of those who still cling tothe hope of 
|| Union. I believe that in time the very interests 
|| of slavery will work for it. As slavery has been 
| in most danger from secession and war, its safety 
| will be found alone in the regenerated constitu- 
|| tionaliam which is arising from the wreck aad 
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crushof war. Slavery has lost in the war its po- || tionary, says Arnold, the historian, in the attempt | that subjects who rise against the sovereign de. 


litical influence; its existence has been endangered | 


by the wear and tear of conflict. Out of this net- 
e danger, southern slave owners will pluck the 
flower safety. I care not if slavery be the rea- 
sou of their return to their allegiance; if they re- 
turn, the Union will become again militant. Sla- 
very, instead of being the cause of rebellion, will 
become the cause of its overthrow. Economic 
.ws are stronger than military satraps and forces. 
‘se laws will determine the South to return, 
en assured that the Constitution will be pre- 
served. Fanatics may dream away of their jubilees 
flack freedom; secessionists may fight for their 
‘ories of State remedies for Federal encroach- 
ments; war may bring its vicissitudes and sacri- 
fices; but after all, the wise ordination of our 
encestors and of Providence, under the Constitu- 
tion, will drive even slavery back into the Union 
for its own safety, or for the means, under State 
regulation, for its own voluntary abolition. To 
enthusiasts this may seem a hateful paradox; 
hut if it be true that the ascendency of abolition 
clouded the hope of the Union; is it not as true 
that the defeat of the abolitionists will restore that 
hope? At the beginning of the war, there were 
but few secessionists per se. If was the fear that 
the northern States were hopelessly abolitionized 
that overcame the loyalty of the majority South, 
and united them against us. The very excesses 


of power in this Congress, its attempt to pervert | 


the war, its aggressions on personal freedom and 
constitutional right, have extinguished the fire of 
radicalism and relit the old beacon which led us 
onward in unity and to prosperity! The result 
of the elections will assist to restore the Union. 
The reaction in the South will soon begin. The 


elements of discontent North, which have helped | 


to rescuc power from arrogant and imbecile men, 


will wovk with more force in the South. Cotton | 
has lost his scepter. His throne isin ashes. Pri- | 


vateering, so truculently blazoned by Slidell, in the 
Senate, as the avenger of southern wrongs, has 
proved itself but a toothless harpy. Foreign in- 
tervention will never be allowed, North or South. 


The currency, trade, and established order South, | 


al! deranged, are powerful levers, now prying the 
loosened stones into their old places. 


armies to make-decisive victories, notwithstand- 


ing the extraordinary vigor and splendid hero- | 
ism of our soldiers in the field, and the fabulous |! 
expenditure of money and men, will assist the | 


consummation of our hopes. We have expended, 
in two years, men and money enough, had we 
been united, to have added a dozen Indias to our 
conquering chariot. Money enough has been 


filched by corrupt contractors, treasures enough | 


have been wasted on political favorites, to have 


belted the globe with our flag, and added the rest | 
of the continent to ourempire. But all has been || 


as yet in vain; for there stood and yet stands be- 


tween the people and their hope this blighting | 


black demon of radicalism, unwise beyond all 


that is written in history, and powerless for every- | 


thing except mischief and malevolence. Against 
its satanic * pressure’? brought to bear upon the 
President by the mad cabal of zealots, the people 
have protested. 

You may discard their.warningin mockery; you 
may, in spite, remove the generals they indorse 
and love; you may persevere in your radical and 
destructive work; you may, fora few weeks more, 
press your doctrine that the States are in rebellion, 
and therefore have committed felo de se, and are to 
be stricken from the roll of the Union; you may 


strive to legislate down the Constitution; but your | 
days are numbered. [see the death-sweat on your | 
brow. In these resolutions, in the indemnity bill | 


passed the other day, and in the crazed specula- 
tions of my colleague, which still linger from the 
past session, and in the bill of the member from 
Pennsylvania, for a hundred thousand black sol- 
diers, I hear the death-ratile in your throats. You 
will pass away; and you will only be remembered 
to point a politcal moral, and to teach, as Robes- 


nierre and his radical mes teach us, thatanarchs | 
and destructives have their uses in the political | 


world as the hurricane and pestilence in the phys- 
ical world, The very attempt to foil the popular 
will you are now making will make your condem- 
nation more terrible. There issomething insurrec- 


| my presence as the very reason why now, in the 


| lives which resisted ship money, the dispensing 
For such || i 
a work, there isa fulcrum deep in the heart of the || 
people, which neither radicalism nor secession | 
can wholly disturb! The very failures. of both || 


| whether, in your evanescent power, you regard it 
| or not, the people are upon the throne again, and 


| propositions, which I ask leave to print: 


|} common laws of war towards his rebellious sub- 


| sovereign bears toward his subjects. Having 


| ever their welfare, But whatif his subjects take 
/up arms to deprive him of the supreme author- 


| to restrain the popular will. Had you and the | 
| Executive bowed to the popular verdict, as in 


England, under a less liberal system, the rulers 
ever do, posterity might have embalmed you to a || 
little immortality for that act of grace. But, no; 
this thunder tone of dissatisfaction with your con- 
duct is seized upon and avowed by some here in 


brief time of your power, you should enact further 
mischief, 


You had, and would yet have, the whole con- || 
servative force in a war to overthrow the organ- || 


ization of the southern confederacy. You were 


but you were determined to divide the North. By 
culpableand treacherous divergence from the plain 
path marked out by the Crittenden resolution you 
are determined to make this a war against popu- 
lations, against civilized usage; to overthrow State | 
iustiiuuions, and blot out State boundaries; and, | 


by defiance of the organic law, to defeat the cause || 


of the nation, by making the old Union impos- 
sible. : 

3ut mark! you will not succeed. The Army 
itself will never consent to degrade itself by be- 
coming superior to the civil power. You cannot 
use it to break through the sacred barriers which | 
protect the Constitution. Nor will the people ever 
consent to give to proclamations the force of law; 
for even in England that has been held to bea 
surrender of the liberty of the nation to usurpa- 
tion. The people are informed of those traditional 
privileges which were secured by their ancestors. 
Beginning even before Magna Charta, written in 
the ** Apologies’’ and bills of rights of the Anglo- | 
Saxon race, enacted thirty-two times from Run- 
nymede until the Declaration of Right in 1688, 
they are yet preserved in the fundamental law of | 
this country. At the recent election the people 
asked, as Wentworth once questioned a certain 
dispensing power in England, ‘‘ whether there be 
apy council that can make, add to, or diminish 
from the laws of this realm?’’ They ask now, in 
this our House of Commons, as they will ask 
more proudly in the next, whether the spirit yet 


power of the Stuarts, and arbitrary imprisonment, 
and which demanded trial upon accusation and 
by a jury whenever the subject was seized by the | 
sovereign. ‘They know that there is no compen- 
sation for yielding these rights of personal secu- | 
rity, without which ail other rights are useless. 
Thisisa part of the meaning of the elections; and 


woe to him who passes beyond the limits marked 
by the still swelling tide of an indignant and 
aroused people. 

But, is itasked: ‘* Do you want the war to stop 
in order to divide the Union?”’ The people have 
answered as Seymour answered, as I answer you | 
here: No! But they want the war carried on as | 


all civilized wars are carried on, and with a view || 


to peace and union, and not with a view to the 
aggravation and prolongation of hostilities. I 
affirm onthe best humanand divine authority, that 
all objects of human effort, even war, semi con- 
tribute to human happiness and peace. If this 
war have any other object, then it is abhorred of 
God and man; and every dollarand life sacrificed 
would be criminal waste. 

Am I answered that this war is an exception to | 


| other wars? Ifso,why? Because it was begun | 
| in rebellion? Let Vattel, in the eighteenth chap- 
|| ter of his third book, answer. His answer meets 
| the very case. He stands above our stormful 
| passions, and gives the law of wisdom for our 


guidance. In that chapter he maintains these 
1. That a sovereign is bound to observe the 


jects who have openly taken up armsagainst him, 
Ie derives this rule from the relations which the 


derived his right to rule from them, he is to watch 


ity? Then, if the evil spreads so as to infect the 
majority of the people of a city or province, and 

ains such strength that even the sovereign is no 
onger obeyed, it becomes an insurrection. His 
conduct toward the insurgents should beconsonant 
to justice and salutary tothe State. Vattel declarea 


et 


serve severe punishment; yet, even in this case 
on account of the number of the delinquents, . 
holds that clemency becomes a duty in the soy. 
ereign. Shall he depopulate a city or desolate a 


province in order to punish her rebellion? Any 


|| punishment, however just in itself, which em. 
| braces too greata number of persons, becomes an 


actof downright cruelty. He illustrates these doc. 
trines by referring to Henry the Great, of France 
who gained a nation by his clemency, and to the 
Duke of Alva, who lost the United Provinces to 
the Emperor of Spain by his cruelty. The time 


| will come for the President to exhibit the mag. 
not content with that. We were united on that, |! 


nanimity of the one or the inhumanity of the 
other. 
Again: I beg the House to listen to the wisdom 


| of this great publicist, who holds, as he would 


doubtless have held with us of the last Congress 
who attempted by seasonable concession to avert 
this war, ** that the safest, and at the same time 
the most just, method of appeasing sedition is to 
give the people satisfaction. And if there exists 


| no reason to justify the insurrection, (a circum. 


stance which perhaps rarely happens,) even in 


| such a case it becomes necessary to grant an am- 
|| nesty where the offenders are numerous.” But, 


as if this rebellion was before his mind, he selects 
the case of a republic, divided into two opposite 


preity and where both parts are in arms. This 


ie calls acivil war. ‘* The sovereign,”’ he says, 


'| never fails to call those in insurrection rebels, 
| but when the rebels have acquired sufficient 
| strength to give the sovereign effectual opposition, 


and to oblige him to carry on the war against 
them according to the established rules, he must 
submit, necessarily, to the term civil war. In 
this case there is no common judge between the 
two parties. They are thenceforward two sepa- 
rate bodies, two distinct societies. Though one 
of the parties may have been to blame in break- 
ing the unity of the State and resisting the lawful 
authority, they are not the less divided in fact. 
But who shall judge them? On earth they have 


| no common superior. They stand, therefore, in 
| precisely the same predicament as two nations 
| who engage in a contest.”’ 


2. This being the case the common laws of 
war, the maxims of humanity, moderation, and 
honor, are to be observed. For a stronger reason, 
he says, ought such laws to be observed by two 
incensed parties, lacerating their common coun- 
try. Indeed, the very instance which Vattel gives, 
of the sovereign hanging his prisoners as rebels, 
has already occurred with us in Missouri; and 
we are threatened, as he anticipates, with repris- 
als and retaliation, which we have no power to 
resist. But for these laws, the war would thus 
become every day more cruel, horrible, and de- 
structive. What, then, is the conclusion at which 
he arrives? ; 

3. Whenever a numerous body of men think 
they have a right to resist the sovereign, and tee/ 
themselves in a condition to appeal to the sword, 


|| there ought to be left open the same means as be- 
_ tween two nations for preventing the war being 


carried to outrageous extremities, and for the res- 
toration of Peacs. 

If these maxims of the great jurist be the voice 
of reason, conscience, and the civilized world, this 
Government is under the necessity to practice 
moderation, justice, and clemency towards the 
insurgency. We have no right, as Mr. Seward 
thought in February, to inaugurate any system 


| of emancipation which will lead to the atrocities 
/and inhumanities of slave insurrection. Such a 


course, as Mr. Seward held, will only “ reinvig- 
orate the rebellion.’’? In such a contest, there is 
not an attribute of the Almighty which can take 
sides with us. As well fire the hospitals of the 
sick, and the libraries of the learned; as well pil- 
lage the home of the widow, and the heritage of 
the orphan; as well refuse the flag of truce or the 
exchange of prisoners; as well fire upon the former 
and hang the latter; as well poison the weapons 
of war or the wells of water; as well refuse the 
offices appointed by necessity to soften the rough 
usages of war, as to inspire or set on foot a sys 
tem leading to servile massacre. Nay, by the 
same reason that we would leave off these horrible 
means which intensify sectional hate and reinvig- 
orate rebellion, we must leave open the same 
means which two nations at war ever have for the 
restoration of peace. 
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Mr.CONWAY. I would like just here to ask 
a question of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. COX. In one moment, sir; I will be glad 
to answer you. 


|. should confer. 


Now, | inquire, first, into the reason of these 
maxims; secondly, into the means which are open 


to belligerent nations, and what if any means are 
open to this nation, for the restoration of peace. 


‘First. The maxims quoted spring from the de- |! 


sirableness of ending hostilities. As in war no 
one can enjoy quietly his rights, in peace he has 
that privilege; and if controverted, he can ration- 
ally discuss them with a viewtotheremedy. Peace 
js the natural and best state of man. All agree to 
that. Under its protection, and through its amen- 


ities, that intercourse is secured which is most | 
beneficial, economically and socially, and which | 


Pas- 


tends to the highest advancement of man. 


sion produces war; reason keeps and restores | 


peace. Itis the bounden duty of the Government 
to seek peace with the people. The beatitudes 
are promised to the peacemaker. God smiles on 
him, and gives him a double blessedness in this 
life and in the life to come. Poets may sing the 
glories of heroic achievement; 
* But like a bell with solemn, sweet vibrations, 
I hear the voice of Christ say, peace.” 

If it were now possible that the French Em- 

peror, without intrenching upon our prerogative 


as a proud and independent State, could succeed | 
in restoring, by his friendly mediation, the Gov- || 
ernment and the Union as it was ten years ago, 


when his coup d’état seemed to destroy the hopes 


of republican France, and to become the peace- | 


maker and Union saver of this distracted land, | 
the beauty of the act would whiten his whole life, | 


and even make mankind forget the fatal 2d of De- 
cember, 1852. 
the great writer to whom I have referred, and be- 


He would deserve the eulogy of | 


come greater at that moment than in the midst of | 


his most splendid conquests in the Crimea and in 
Italy, which he is about to illustrate in bronze 
upon a new arch of triumph in his capital. So 
desirable is the return of peace, so divine the of- 
fice of peacemaker, that mankind will join with 
Vattel in picturing Augustus shutting the temple 
of Janus, and giving peace to the universe, and 


adjusting the disputes of kings and nations, as | 


the greatest of mortals, and, as it were, a God 
upon earth. 

Second. What are the means left open to bel- 
ligerents by the laws of civil war? I do not speak 
now of a condition of things not yet apparent in 
this country, when one of the parties is reduced 
by war to sue for peace, or where both are weary 
of the war, and thoughts of accommodation are 
‘entertained, and peace steps in and puts a period 
tothe war. I assume now a condition of things 
in which, upon our part, as we voted the other 
day, our resources are greater than ever, and our 
spirit is yet unflagging; and, on the other part, that 
the resources of the rebellion are yet for a time 
sufficient to harass and withstand tle Federal au- 
thority in a large part of the immense area to be 
rescued from the rebellion. I speak now of acon- 
dition in which an armed force of over seven hun- 
dred thousand men are upon our side, and four 
hundred thousand on the other; the one having the 
advantage of resources,and the other thead vantage 
of being near their own homes; and when the spirit 
of each is but little less than it was one year ago. 
I speak, also, upon the hope and hypothesis that 
the influence of the late elections will greatly abaté 
the apprehensions, and mitigate the aversion, of 
the mass of the southern people against the North; 
and thata lessrevengeful spirit, developed in these 
elections, prevails at the North. Thus circum- 
stanced, and even while we omit no martial or 
naval exertion on behalf of the Government, 
where is the initiative for peace? J assume that 


it is not necessary that the war should stop to pre- || 


ere for pence. The late war went on with Great 
ritain, and battles were fought, even while our 
commissioners were at Ghent, and after peace 
was cel@brated. An armistice is not an indispens- 
able preliminary to negotiation. In the proposi- 
tions which I submitted, more than one year ago, 
to this House, | proposed to increase the arma- 
mentof Army and Navy, even while I would have 
sent commissioners from the loyal States to the 
disloyal; not-to recognize or treat with the con- 


federate vernment, but to meet commissioners 
from the States South, which are still, and ever, 
# legal and indestructible entity, and with whom 
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| but in this country, where the written Constitu- 
| tion is the guide of duty, there can be no exigency 


| tegrity and indivisibility of the Republic. From 


| based upon such a suggestion, would be tolerated 


| from unjust intermeddling with their local rights, 


GRESSION 





alone we could then have conferred. Neither is || 
it indispensable to the beginning of negotiations || 
that the executives at Washington and Richmond || 


Although publicists have held that the same | 
power which has the right to make war and direct | 
its operations has, naturally, that likewise of con- 

| 
| 
| 
| 


cluding a peace; yet, by our system of govern- 
ment, it would be impossible for our Executive, 
notwithstanding the maxim I have quoted, to be- 
gin negotiations or conclude them, by treating 
with the eonfederate government at Richmond. 
Neither has the President of the United States any 
power to declare war or conclude peace. He 
could not if he would, he dare not if he could, 
make a treaty of peace which would alienate an 
acre of our territory or release a State ora citizen 
from the obligation due to the Federal Govern- | 
ment. However disadvantageous war may be, 
yet there is no authority to conclude a peace, 
except in pursuance of the Constitution. It has 
been held that a sovereign, when the State is | 
reduced to any calamitous exigency, may de- 
termine by what sacrifices he will purchase peace; | 


which would authorize a breach of that funda- 
mental law, upon which repose all our interests. 
Better had the President suffer the tortures of 
Regulus, than usurp a power to make a peace not | 
in accordance with the Constitution and the in- 


no quarter and by no election has there been any 
expression which looks to a peace based on the 
separation of this country into two nations. No 
mediation or intervention from any foreign Power, 





for a moment. If Europe intervened for such 
a purpose, the war would become continental. 
Any mediation or intervention would be spurned 
which would obstruct the relations of the Union, 
either by embarrassing our arms or our negotia- | 
tions. 

But, are we to be shutoff in the future from all 
hope of stopping the effusion of blood? If the | 
South would be content with the Constitution 
faithfully administered, as they have shown by 
adopting it as the basis of their own establish- 
ment, and if they only are aggrieved -by alleged 
and apprehended infractions of it to the detriment 
of their local systems, why may we not hereafter 
come together upon that Constitution as the basis 
of an amicable adjustment, and by such an amend- 
ment of it, made in pursuance of its own provis- 
ions, as Willassure to the South perfect immunity | 





reéstablish the Government, while we reintegrate | 


| its territory? The difficulty is in making the ad- | 


| diation and intervention from abroad. The Mon- | 


| and animosity, or from a desire to exterminate 
| slavery; and these may be obstacles to be sur- | 


 ure—first, when it is demanded by self-preserva- 


vance to an accommodation, as such an advance 
would be imputed to weakness. Moreover, the 
war may be persisted in from ambition, pride, 


mounted. If such be our condition, then we have 
this rule laid down for us by Vattel, that ‘* on such 
occasions some common friends of the parties | 
should effectually interpose by offering themselves 
as mediators.’’ Itis the office of beneficence; and | 
it is held to be the indispensable duty of thase who 
have the means of performing it with success. 
Such a mediation derogates nothing from thatCon- | 
stitution ab intra—that perfect autonomy of the 
State, which is, by all public law, and by the 
divine order, guarantied to every independent 
nation. 

This brings me to the third resolution of the |! 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, denouncing all me- 


roe doctrine never had a stronger reason than now 
for its enforcement. Intervention in our affairs 
can never be allowed. It is a vague term, and has 
had a variety of interpretations by the selfish and 
ambitious Powers of Europe, struggling to fix the 
balance of power. Its opposite is the established 
principle of the Jaw of nations. Von-intervention 
1s drawn from the essential sovereignty of every 
nation, great and small. Intervention is the ex- || 
ception, and is only justified as an extreme meas- 


tion; and second, when some extraordinary state 
of things is brought about by the crime of the 
Government: (Woolsey’s International Law, || 
p. 91.) History is full of illustrations, running | 
from ancient Greece to modern Italy, of these doc- 
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| text of Drouyn de L’Huys’s note, the Emperor 
|| bases his overture on the painful imerest with 

which Europe has regarded our great calamity and 
|| prodigious effusion of blood. 


|| be quickened by the idle looms of Lyons and the 


| Garde, and Chasseurs d’Afrique! What are they 


| the establishment of a European dynasty on their 
| border. 
| For great reasons of State, and as an essential e 
| ment of the equilibrium of the world, she helped 


| her hand to enlarge our domain. 


| she meditates, by mediation, the union of these 


| intervention or sinister motives in her tender of 
| mediation. 


| now occupies St, Cloud. 


| home, we should not be menaced by European 
| patronage and meddling. 
| radical counsels, and if we incite the servile race 


| laugh at our calamities, and Europe will intervene 
| for our everlasting degradation. 
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But neither of these rules can be applied 
by Europe to this country. There can never be 
any application of them to this Government 
which is not in violation of our,sovereign rights 
upon this continent, and which, if we had the 
power, we would not resist by ourarms. Inter- 
vention comes armed. It takes sides. - It has 
ambitious designs. It is against our interest, tra- 
dition, history, and feeling. But mediation is 
ostensibly friendly and inoffensive. We should 
guard against the most silken inveiglement by 
France or any other European Power; but there 
is nothing apparent in the note of Drouyn de 
L’Huys tendering a mediation, which indicates 
any ambitious or utikind intermeddling. 

In the note of the minister of October 30, there 
is nothing which looks like a mediation for a peace 
at the expense of the Union. Any ‘ pressure”’ 
upon usisexpressly repudiated ; and the mediation 
is only tendered to smooth obstacles, in exse of 
a wish, on our part, for such mediation. In the 





trines, 






































This interest may 


lessened market for French wines. ‘The mission 
proposed is one which, as France feels and states, 
international law assigns to neutrals. It is only 
intended to ** encourage public opinion to views 
of conciliation.”’ In this tender, a scrupulous deli- 
cacy is observed against offending our national 
susceptibility against intervention, The constant 
tradition of French policy toward this country is 
appealed to with apparent sincerity. 

We cannot be insensible to such an advance. 
But a specter stands in the way to scare us from 
itsconsideration—Francein Mexico! Sixty thou- 
sand Chasseurs de Vincennes, Voltieuers de la 


“2%, 


doing there? Has a Bonaparte—the author of the 
coup d’état—the emperor of that nation which 
fought in the Crimea and Italy, become scrupu- 
lous of shedding blood ? If so, why do his legions 
throng toward the capital of Mexico to * regu- 
late’? a hostile people? Can humanity inspire 
this project of mediation in our affairs? 

I prefer tothink, knowing the difference between 
Mexico and this country, that his policy in Mex- 
ico is not intended to be hostile to us, as against 
the South; for nothing can be more unfavorable 
to the dreams of Davis and his confederates than 


Besides, France has ever been our any: ; 
e- 
us to establish indépendence. Her blood min- 
gled with ours toacquire it. Louisiana came from 
No interest in 


silk, wines, and cotton, no design in Mexico ought 
to enter into her plans of mediation. Besides, if 


States, she may quadruple her chasseurs in Mex- 
ico, and her ensign may float ftom every castlein 
that ill-starred land; but our Union, if restored, 
would exert its first energy in reéstablishing the 
continental policy of Monroe, and all her plans 
in Mexico would fail. Therefore, from the text 
of the French note, and its explanation since by 
the Secretary of the French minister, and being 
confirmed in the belief that, under the “armistice, 
France would have lent her aid to a restoration of 
the Union,” I do not augur any present armed 


Still, the best foresight may fail in 
sounding the designs of the wonderful man whe 
Our safety from all in- 
tervention lies not merely in our iron-clad navy, 
not in our voluminous dihomney; but in the de- 
termination of the people to throw off this load of 
rebellion. If the capacity of our rulers, in the 
conduet of our affairs, was shown to be equal to 
the task of regaining the Federal supremacy at 


If weare divided by 


to atrocious insurrections, our revenues wil! be 
wasted, our Government broken, and England will 


The friendly offices of France may, afier our 
arms shall have had more decisive success and 
our elections permeated the southern mind with 
a kindlier feeling, be of great use in forwarding 
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the only true object of the war, which is peace and | 
Union. | 
it is an insult to history to expect that war 


nlone willunite us. Foree may subdue the rebel- | 
lion; but other means must reconcile the people | 
North and South. Interchange of commodities 

and mutual courtesies will not do it; for sepamte 

nations, like France and England, have these and | 
yet would forever remain distinct and hostile. | 
Consanguinity alone will not do it. Many races, | 
as the Gauls, Romans, Franks, and Burgundians 
constitute France, and have become nationalized 
into one, Without the tiesof kindred. Language 
alone will not do it; for Great Britain is one, 
though the people sing with Llewellyn in Welsh 
and Burns in Scotch and Shakspeare in English. || 
‘The unity of a State by the principle of national- | 
ity results from the unforced and spontaneous | 
union of inclinations among a people. ‘‘And Ha- | 


| 


mor and Shechem his son communed with the | 
mew of the city, saying, these men are peace- | 
able with us, therefore let them dwell in the Jand | 
and trade therein; for the land, behold it is large | 
enough for them; let us take their daughters to us 


herein will the men consent unto us te dwell with 
us, to be onr peopie.”’ 

A movement looking to this consenting of the | 
affections, will restore the Union. The eagle 


. | 
for wives, and let us give them our daughters; ony | 
| 
! 


ee eee ed 





must use the dove, The sword must be garlanded 
with the clive. The bayonet alone, said Mira- 
beau, will only establish the peace of terror—the 
silence of despotism. 

I do not believe that France means hostility to 
us in her tender of mediation. From my obser- 
vation I believe that she is now, as she was in 
the days of Rochambeau and La Fayette, desirous 
of seeing our Union perfected. She loves Eng- | 
land litle. Waterloo is not amyth, nor has time 
bleached out its red memories. Our growing na- | 
val power is not pleasing to England; but it is 
not obnoxious to France, which has ever been | 
jealous and fearful of English supremacy on the | 
sea. England refuses to join in the tender of | 
mediation, for the very reason that she winked | 
at the Alabarna when she cleared the Mersey, | 
and now permitsa thousand hammers to rivet the | 
iron mail upon a score of confederate steamers. | 


refused the tender of France because she does not 
care to see this democratic Republic asa standing | 
menace to aristocracy, and ever rivaling her upon | 
the ocean. England does not wish to mediate, | 
for she fears that if united we might be less tol- 
erant of her bravado. She now smiles with satis- 





ican to English bottoms, owing to the increase of | 
marine insurance created by her own breaches | 
of veutrality, France may with England have | 
some selfish reasons for wishing us at peace. But | 
France prefers that we should have peace and | 
the Union; England prefers peace and a separa- | 
tion. The one is a friend, the other an enemy. | 

In one way, ard in one way only, could medi- | 
ation be effective, by bringing together commis- | 
sioners North and South; not to arrange a treaty of | 
ee not to agree upon a treaty of compromise, | 
put to inaugurate in THE Stares—in the States | 
which are constituent elements of our Confedera- | 
tion, the original fountain of power from which | 
the Constitution derived its vitality—a movement | 
looking to a national convention, where, in con- | 
formity with the requirements of our Constitution, | 
there could be found our common judge on earth, | 
the sovereign people of the again United States! | 
i do not now undertake to say in detail what such | 
a convention ought to do. le ought to compose | 
all our troubles in the spirit of amity, and, unless | 


we have degenerated beyond all former genera-*| ready ordered, be printed for the use of the Commissioner. 


tions, it ought to evoke the spirit of 1787, and | 
weave and plait anew that bond of union, strong | 
as the mighty interests of this nation, which are | 
to be imbound by it forever. In such a conven- 
tion of States, rigid justice might not be meted out 
to either party. Neither party would be con- 
demned to humiliatin 
the future dignity and equality of the States. All 


again to life the thousands slain in the unhappy | 
strife? 
But, in the spirit of Christian brotherhood, all | 
might bearranged; the Union be started again upon 
a career of ress under the old flag, and with 


avew hope, amidst the shouts ofa free and peace- 


| 
faction over the transfer of commerce from Amer- || 


| 
| 





| 
sacrifices inconsistent with 
l 
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ful people; and all the States, side by side, like the | 

majesties of Olympus, commune kindly through || 
all the ages of history. 

‘Self-reverent each, and reverencing each, 

Distinet im individuality, 1} 

But like each other, even as those who love.”’ 1} 

I will now yield to the gentleman from Kansas. | 

Mr. CONWAY. The gentleman has answered | 
the question, by his speech, which 1 intended to || 
propound. 

Mr. NOELL obtained the floor, but yielded to | 

Mr. HUTCHINS, who moved that the Com- 
mittee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Sothecommittee rose; and Mr. ALpricu having 
taken the chair as Speaker protempore, Mr. Dawes 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union had, according to order, had the | 
Union generally under consideration, and particu- 
larly the annual message of the President, and had | 
come to no resolution thereon. 

On motion of Mr. STILES, (at fouro’clock and 
five minutes, p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


| 
| 


} 


Turspay, December 16, 1862. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunperuanp. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- | 
ate the following message from the President of | 
the United States: 


Fellow- Citizens of the Senate 
and House of Representatives: 
I have in my possession three valuable swords, formerly | 
the property ef General David E. Twiggs, which I now place | 
at the disposal of Congress. They were forwarded to me | 
from New Orleans by Major General Benjamin F. Butler. | 
If they, or any of them, shall be by Congress disposed of in | 


reward or compliment of military service, I think General || 


Butler is entitled to the first consideration. A copy of the | 
General’s letter to me, accompanying the swords, is here- | 
with transmitted. ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 
Mr. HALE. I move to lay that message on | 
the table. 
The motion was agreed to, 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. NESMITH presented the petition of Col- | 


onel CharlesS.Merchant, ofthe fourth regimentof || 


artillery, United States Army, for indemnification || 


for property lost on board the steamer San Fran- | 
cisco, in the year 1853; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 
Mr. RICE presented the memorial of A. H. | 
Jones and H. M. C. Brown, praying for an ap- | 
propriation of $2,449 96, to pay a sum due them 
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’ 
requested to communicate to the Senate (if it bé not ineom. 
patible with the public interest) any unpublished Official 
correspondence touching the culture of cotton in Asia 


Minor and Egypt. 
APPOSNTMENTS TO FILL VACANCIES, 


Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution. 
which was considered by unanimous consent, an; 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be jp. - 
structed to inquire whether the practice, which to some 


extent prevails in some of the departments of Governmen; 
of appointing officers to fill vacancies which have not os’ 


| curred during the recess of Congress, but which existed at 


the preceding session of Congress, is in accordance with 


| the Constitution; and if not, what remedy shall be applied, 


INTEREST ON THE PUBLIC DEBT. 
Mr. McDOUGALL submitted the following 


resolutions; which were considered by unanimous 
consent, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed: 

Resolved, That the Government will maintain the pay- 
ment of coin for interest on its indebtedness, and that the 
would consider it a breach of good faith avith the public 
creditors to do otherwise. 

Resolved, That duties on imports shall continue to be eo}. 


that when the latter shall not be obtainable for purposes of 
such payment, they shall thereafter be payable only in coin, 


| 
| 
IN SENATE. | lected in coin and the old issue of demand notes only; and 


} 
| BILLS INTRODUCED. 
The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. || 


Mr. RICE asked, and by unanimous consent 


|| obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 414) 
| granting public lands to the State of Minnesota, 


to aid in improving the navigation of the Minne- 
sota and Red River of the North, and connecting 
| the same by canal; which was read twice by its 


| 


i title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
| Lands. 


obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 415) to 

promote the efficiency of the subsistence depart- 

ment; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
| the Militia. 

Mr. WILKINSON, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
| bill (S. No. 416) for the relief of persons for 
| damages sustained by reason of depredations and 
| injuries by certain bands of the Sioux Indians; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 417) for 
the removal of the Winnebago Indians, and for 
the sale of their reservation in Minnesota for their 
benefit; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 


| He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
| 





upon an adjusted claim for services rendered by || Obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 418) for 


them in making treaty stipulations with the Cher- | 


okee, Chickasaw, Creek, and Seminole Indian || 


tribes; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Indian Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. The Committee on Fi- | 
nance, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. | 
592) to amend an act entitled ‘*An act to provide | 
internal revenue to support the Government and | 
to pay interest on the public debt,’ approved Jul 
1, 1862, have instructed me to report it back with | 
several amendments which they propose. I shall 
not ask for the present consideration of the bill, | 


but I give notice that I shall call it up to-morrow. | 


REPORT ON INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following reso- } 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- | 
sent, and referred to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved, That one thousand copies of the report of the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in addition to those al- 


REPORT OF CAPTAIN MULLAN. 


Mr. RICE submitted the following resolution; || 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and | 


agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia be, and they are hereby, instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of providing for the publication of the report 


"the removal of the Sisseton, Wahpaton, Medawa- 
| kanton, and Wahpakoota bands of Sioux Indians, 
| and for the disposition of their reservations in 
Minnesota and Dakota; which was read twice 
| by its title, and referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, asked, and 
by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 419) to improve the organiza- 
| tion of the cavalry forces; which was read twice 
| by its title, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
| tary Affairs and the Militia. 


| VOTE OF THANKS TO CAPTAIN RINGGOLD. 


| Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, in pursuance of 
previous notice, I ask leave to introduce a joiit 

resolution tendering the thanks of Congress to 

| Captain Cadwallader Ringgold and the officers and 
crew of the United States ship Sabine. ' 





No less renowned than war.’? 


In grateful recognition of two among the no- 
| blest of her triumphs, I have offered the resolution 
| before the Senate. In this practical world of ours, 
| there is not an eunce too much of worship for 
| heroes. There is far too little heroism to wor- 

ship. The two facts stand to each other in the 
relation of cause and effect. The coldhess and 
indifference of the worship baffle and betray the 


| 
i} “ Peace hath her victories 
i 
| 


of Captain Mullan of his military survey of the route from || heroic endeavor. There would be little chivalric 
losses could not be reimbursed ; for who could cal] || the Columbia river, in Washington Territory, to Fort Ben- 


ton, in Dakota Territory. 
CULTURE OF COTTON. 


doing at the world’s tournament, if it were not 
followed by the smiles of beauty and the plaudits 
of the throng. The will not dwell in those 


Mr. SUMNER submitted the following reso- || temples from which the smoke of sacrifice and 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 


sent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be 


finally departed. 
exhibrted in the com- 
upon land or sea, 


the incense of praise have 
Of the skill and dari 
bats of man with man, 
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representatives of the nation have, in the name 
of their great constituency, already given public 
thanks to the several commands which gave us 
possession of Port Royal and Roanoke Island, 
of Fort Donelson and New Orleans. _ 

But I venture to doubt if combats like those 
exhibit the highest results of genius or of bravery. | 
When ship meets we ly: battalion meets its like | 
in the conflict of batt 


Victory is foretold to one side or the other by the | 
presence of the heaviest columns or the posses- | 
sion of the heaviest batteries. 

3ut when the Almighty leads His elements to 





we are perhaps sufficiently appreciative. The | 











| jumped into the sea and were devoured by it. Some 
| new expedient was demanded for the rescue of the 


\| 

e, the courage which ani- || 

mates the strife is often the result of calculation. | 
1} 


| remainder. 
boats of the Sabine had been lowered in the early | 
| part of the struggle and had been stove to pieces 
| against the sides of the vessel. 


But one was suggested. ‘Two of the 


One boat still re- 
mained, and that waslowered. Hatfield, Bryant, 
Tarne and Lang sprang into it and engaged hand- 
to-hand ina tussle with the lusty waves, charging 
upon them with their oar blades. Pulling near 
the transport through the very jaws of death, they 


| flunga line to her crew, which was made fast, and 


by that, one after another, the crewand passengers 


|| of the Governor, flinging themselves into the sea, 


battle; when He unlooses His winds and the sea || pulled alongside the frigate and were lifted on 
| board. 


musters the vast procession of its waves for con- 


flict, all such calculations are idle and vain. The |) 


By eight o’clock on the morning of the 3d, every 


utmost that a frigate or a brigade can dois known || man, save the seven who had perished, was trans- 


and may be estimated for; but no man can say 
when the Almighty has done His mightiest. 


port Governor was disabled and wrecked on the 


| ferred to the deck of the Sabine. 


In three hours 


afterwards, the Governor, as if conscious of the 
In such an engagementas this the steam trans- i} great salvation she had witnessed, rolléd over upon 


|| her side and went to pieces, covering the sea with 


first day of November, 1861. She had three hun- || her fragments. The Sabine spread her sails to the | 
baffied winds, and on the 8th of November reached 


dred and eighty-five United States marines on 


board, under command of ver sue S. Rey- || 
n such an engage- || 


nolds, besides her own crew. 2 
ment she was found by Captain Cadwallader Ring- 


| commemorate is of a different character. 


the roads of Port Royal with her priceless freight. 
The other service which the resolution seeks to 
It re- 


gold, of the United States ship Sabine, with his || quired no particular exhibition of daring, but it 


gailant crew, on the afternoon of the following 


‘ uy \ || made a heavy draft upon nautical skill and genius. 
day. She had struggled with the pitiless winds, | 


On the 24th of February last, the United States 


and been buffeted by the ocean in itsangriestmood, || ship Vermont left the navy-yard at Boston, richly 


for more than twenty-four hours. One after the 
other her port and starboard hog braces parted; 
hersmoke stack rolled overboard; her rudder chain 
was carried away; the.packing about her cylinder 
head blew out; her rudder head broke; her seams 
were started, and she lay disarmed and helpless 
at the mercy of the waves. The winds howled 
destruction upon the despairing crowd who clung 
upon her decks. ‘The ocean yawned to swallow 
them. A steamer and a propeller hovered hope- 
less about the wreck, crippled inthe vain endeavor 
to give her aid. 

Undismayed by the fury of the elements, unde- | 
terred by the fate of her predecessors, the Sabine 
bore down to the fight. From her decks, as she | 
plunged by the transport, Ringgold shouted the | 
promise of salvation to her shuddering host. 
Ranging ahead of the wreck the Sabine threw out 
her anchor and made fast to the bottom of the 
ocean. Paying out her cable slowly the conscious | 
ship dropped back until her stern approached the 
bow of the transport, from which an anchor had 
also been dropped. Heavy hawsers were passed | 
over and made fast to the Governor. ' Thus fast- | 
ened to the heavier ship the dismantled hulk lay, | 
thrashing the ocean as witha flail, while Captain | 
Ringgold and his officers made their daring plans | 
for rescuing the lives with which she teemed. 

“Oh that night or Blucher would come!’’ was 
the exclamation of Wellington, as his wasting 
columns staggered under the fire of the heavier 
squadrons of Napoleon. Night came to Ring- 
gold, but it brought only added terror to the scene, 
while a hundred armies like Blucher’s could not 
have reinforced the crew of the Sabine. They 
asked for no reinforcements. By themselves they 
knew that battle was to be lost or won; and they 
resolved to win. Four hundred human beings 
cried to them almost from the ocean depths for 
help; and they resolved to carry help to them, al- 
though they followed that ery to the very depths: 
of the ocean. A line was dropped from the end 
of the spanker-boom upon the deck of the trans- | 
port; and so, as if Ringgold had held the com- 
mission which Christ promised to Simon Peter, 
he commenced to fish up men from the shattered 
Governor, 

It was ten o’clock at night when the first man 
was transferred from the wreck to the Sabine. By 
one o’clock of the next morning thirty only were 
safe. Oneafter the other both the hawsers which 
held the vessels together parted. Acting Master 

w himself over the stern of the Sabine 
upon the deck of the transport, and the hawsers 
were refastened. One parted again. A heavychain 
cable supplied its place, and the work went on. 
The cable soon s d asunder. One hawser | 
still held, and by that the Governor was hauled 
alongside, and thirty more men leaped upon the 
deck of the Sabine. One falling between the vessels 
was crushed to atoms. The violence of the col- 
lision foreed them to let. the wreck fall back upon 














laden with stores, for the supply of our army at 
Port Royal. In less than twelve hours after she 
passed Boston light, she encountered a gale from 
the northwest, which followed her for fifty hours. 


Two days afterward her tiller was carried away, | 


her pinties broken, and her rudder lost, and the 
ship drifted guideless upon the sea. On the Ist of 
March she spgke the schooner J. M. Chapman, 
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into the rigging, who gave nine hearty cheers, 


|| while the band struck up “*Hail Columbia.” 


of New London, Connecticut, which lay by her | 


until the 6th, when she was instructed to proceed 
to the nearest port with dispatches for the coer 
Department. On the evening of the 12th of March 


| 
| 
| 


These, sir, are the victories of peace. These 
were triumphs over the elements, not over men. 
They preserve life, and do notdestroy it; they min- 
ister to human happiness, not to human wretch- 
edness, 

Such services become the American Navy. The 
first of these services has received thanks from 
the Common Council of New York, from the 
Chamber of Commerce of that State, and from 
the Legislature of Maryland. 

To these acknowledgments | hope Congress 
will be pleased to add the grateful thanks of the 
nation. 

Leave was granted, and the jointresolution (No, 
112) was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 


CENSURE OF PRESIDENT BUCIIANAN. 


Mr. DAVIS. I move to take up the resolution 
which I offered yesterday. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator trom 
Kentucky moves to postpone all prior orders, for 
the purpose of taking up the resolution indicated 
in his motion. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 

Resolved, That after it had become manifest that an in- 
surrection against the United States was about to break out 
in several cf the southern States, James Buchanan, then 
President, from sympathy with the conspirators and their 
treasonable project, failed to take necessary and proper 
measures to prevent it; wherefore he should receive the 
censure and condemnation of the Senate and the American 
people. 


Mr. DAVIS. I do not propose, sir, to debate 
that resolution. I do not suppose that I could en- 


| lighten any gentleman’s mind in relation to the 


matter embraced by it, and | further presume that 
the mind of every Senator is unalterably fixed in 
relation to the vote which he will give upon the 
passage of that resolution. So far, then,as Lam 


| concerned, | do not desire to debate it, but simply 


the Sabine started out of Lynnhaven Bay, towed || 


by the steamer Baltic, in search of the wreck. At 


| half past nine, p. m., Captain Ringgold cast off the 


hawser of the Baltic, and stood out upon the path- | 


less ocean. ; 

The problem for Captain Ringgold to solve was 
acurious one. He was then in latitude 37° north, 
and in longitude 76° west from London. Six days 
before.the Chapman left the Verrmont in latitude 
38° 45’ north, and in longitude 67° 50’ west. 
Where was she then, and how should he shape 


his course so as to intercept the drift of the wreck, | 


were the questions for him to solve. 

Sir, | have great respect for those scholars who 
can mass together long columns of figures, who 
take from their sum other figures, who multiply 
that remainder by still others, and give you the 
final product. Such things, lam told, can be done 
by the application of the simplest rules of com- 
mon arithmetic. It is said there are in mathe- 
matics higher problems than those. It is said 
there are problems in which only one or two 
quantities are known, in which other quantities 
are represented by arbitrary characters,and where 
the grand result is achieved only by tracking it 
through long lines of equations, elaborately pro- 
duced, and constantly shifted. The men who 
attain to hidden facts through such marvelous 
processes are more than scholars. 1 think they 
are masters, if not magicians. 


—  — 


But the problem which confronted Ringgold was | 


different from all these. The distance and direc- 
tion of the Vermont from him six days before, 
he knew; where she was then, how fast she was 
drifting, and in what direction, were matters for 
pure calculation. Todetermine that he must know 
the geography of the sea, its running streams, its 
still lakes, its billowy mountain ranges. He must 


understand the geology of the overlying air, its | 


varying currents, the dip angl direction of its dif- || 


ferent strata. He must add to the leagues which 
separated the different degrees of latitude or longi- 


tude the inequalities of the convulsed surface of | 


the ocean. He must multiply the velocity of a 
current by the force of a wind. He mast sub- 
tract the loss of a calm. Such was the sum pre- 
sented to Captain Ringgold for solution—that was 
the sum he solved. He left Cape Henry on the 
12th of March, and on the 27th he bore down upon 
the shattered Vermont, flung all hisexultanterew 





to vote upon it. 
Mr. HALE. I shall vote against the resolu- 
tion, sir; not because Il do not believe that it is 


|| true; not because I do not believe that Mr. Bueh- 


anan did everything that the resolution says he 
did; not because | do not believe that he is worthy 
of censure; but I shall vote against it upon a prin- 
ciple that | have invariably acted upon thus far, 
and mean to act upon to the end. | think there 
is an interrogatory put somewhere in the New 


i Testament—I cannot tell amgry 4 where—*‘ doth 


our law judge any man before it hear him?’’ Mr. 
Buchanan is a private citizen; he has rights of 
‘property and of reputation, as every citizen has; 
and | think he should not be assailed in this way. 
If the Senate pass a resolution of this sort, it will 
have, or it ought to have, great moral weight. If 
a resolution of this sort is pagsed by the Senate 
deliberately and undortenliaiy, as the Senaqje 
ought to act, it will stamp Mr. Buchanan with 
infamy as long as he has a place in history, and 
his friends may thank God that he has no chil- 
dren to inherit his name. It is for that reason, 
sir, that I am utterly opposed to the Senate pass- 
ing judgment upon a man who has no notice of 
any sort or kind that any such proceeding is being 
had against him; and no matter what his char- 
acter Is, no matter how much he has done that is 
bad, I vote against the censure of any private cit- 
izen behind his back and unheard, where he has 
no chance to answer for himself. 

I shall not be accused or suspected of a very 
great degree of sympathy with Mr. Buchanan. 
I served with him for years in the Senate, and [ 
served on this floor during the time that he was 
President of the United States; and I do not know 
anything that we agreed upon. I will say this— 
which I said of him years before he was thougi:t 
of for the Presidency, which was always my con- 
viction—that he was the most overrated public 
man by the public generhliy that I ever knew. 


| But, sir, overrated as he was, and derelict as | 


| think. he was, | am opposed to this bigh court 


of the nation, which is a court of impeachment, 
passing this sentence upon him. Besides, sir, i 
is the better opinion, It is my Own opinion, it 
was the opinion of that eminent statesman and 
jurist, John Quiney Adams, deliberately formed 
and publicly expressed, that to-day James Buch- 
anan, if he is guilty of these things, is liable to 
impeachment before the Senate, liable to im peac hi - 
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ment to-day just exactly as much as he was when 
he filled the presidential chair, and yet it is now 
proposed that Senators who are liable to be called 
- on to sit in judgment upon him for these high 





crimes shall pass a sentence unheard. For these | 


reasons, even if 1 vote alone—and that will not 
frighten me—I shall vote against the passage of 
the resolution. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. It is not my intention to 
debate this resolution. I regard it as a proceed- 
ing ubknown in the history of the legislation of 
the country, and unknown to the Constitution of 
the United States, thus to arraign before the Sen- 
ate a private citizen. But, sir, if there must bea 
departure from what has heretofore been the prac- 
tice of this Senate and of the country, and if pri- 
vate citizens are to be arraigned before the Senate, 
J want some little degree of fairness to be prac- 


ticed; and with that view I shali offer an amend- | 


ment to the resolution. 

{ take this occasion to say that while Mr. Buch- 
anan was in power, I never danced attendance 
around the throne of power. I never asked any 
favors from his Administration, and never received 
any. 4 
President of the Untied States, judging from his 
messages sent in to Congress recommending a 
peaceful adjustment of our national difficulties, | 
do not believe that the charges contained in the 


propose to offer, which I think will obviate the 
objections of everybody whois willing to have his 
objections obviated, in lieu of the amendment of 
the Senator from Iowa. I move to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill until the morning 
hour to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


DISCHARGE OF STATE PRISONERS. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 


I move to postpone all 


| prior orders, and that the Senate proceed to the 


consideration of House bill No. 362, to provide 


| for the discharge of State prisoners and others, 
|| and to authorize the judges of the United States 


courts to take bail or recognizances to secure the 
trial of the same. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the bill, the pending 
question being on the amendment submitted by 


Mr. Sumner, to insert in line eleven of section | 
three, after the word *‘ offenses,’’ the words, ‘‘or | 
to make or issue any of the orders hereinbefore | 


|| provided;”’ so that the section will read: 


But, sir, judging from his course when | 


resolution are truce, In saying that, | do not mean | 


to say that I do not believe that the Senator from 
Kentucky thinks they are true; but they are 
chargesupon which the people of the country pro- 
fess to differ. 

Sir, I recollect very distinctly before the seces- 
sion of the southern States, Mr. Buchanan sent 
a message to the Congress of the United States, 
imploring them, almost, by peaceful modes, by 
modes known to the Constitution of the country, 
to avert the calamities of civil war. 1 shall not 


discuss the resolution further, but will offer an | 
amendment, iv order that Mr. Buchanan may be | 
notified that it has been introduced,and have lib- | 


erty to defend himself against the charges therein 
contained. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
will be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved further, Thata copy of the foregoing resolution 
be served upon the said James Buchanan, and that he be 
notified that he has liberty to defend himself before the 
Benate against the charges in said resolution contained, if 
be shall choose so to do. 

Mr. GRIMES, I move to lay the resolution 
and amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Delaware on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS, 
that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ANTHONY. | would like to ask whether 
the Senator from Kentucky wishes to discuss the 
resolution. I haveno objection to giving himan 
opportunity to do that. I will not vote to cutoff 
debate; but if the Senator does not wish to discuss 
it, I shall vote to lay it on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS. If that is the purpose of the Sen- 
ator, | would just as soon he would execute it now 
as at anv time, 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 38, nays 3; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Arnold, Browning, Cariile, 
Clark, Collamer, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, 
Field, Foot, Poster, Grimes, Nate, Harding, Harlan, Harris, 
Henderson, Kennedy, King, Lane of Iydiana, Lane of 
Kansas, Latham, Morrill, Nesmith, Pomeroy, Powell, 
Rice, Saulsbury, Sherman, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, 
Willey, Wilson of Massachusetts, Wilson of Missouri, 
and Wright—38. 

NAYS—Messrs. Davis, Howe, and Wilkinson—3. 


So the resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 
VOLUNTEER NAVAL APPOINTMENTS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The unfinished 


business of the morning hour of yesterday is the 
bill (S. No, 403) relating to appointments in the 
naval service, which is*now before the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole, the pending question 
being on the motion of the Senator from Vermont, 
{Mvr. Cottamer,] to reconsider the vote agreeing 
to the amendment of the Senator from Lowa [Mr. 
Grimes} to strike out the following words from 
the first section of the bill: 

And all such appointments hitherto made, which shall 
not have been confirmed by the Senate on or before the 3d 


The amendment 


of Marcel: next, shall cease and determine on that day. 
Mr. HALE. There isan amendment which I 





I call for the yeas and nays on.) 





| 


See. 3. And be it further enacted, That it is and shail be | 
lawful for the President of the United States, whenever, | 


Congress not being in session, and, in his judgment, by rea- 
son of © rebellion or invasion, the public safety may require 
it,”? to suspend, by proclamation, the privileges of the writ 


ot habeas corpus in all cases of political offenses throughout | 


the United States, or in any part thereof, until the meeting 
of Congress thereafter ; and whenever and wherever the 


said writ shall be suspended as aforesaid, it shall be unlaw- | 
|, ful for any of the judges of the several courts of the United 
| States, or of any State, to allow said writ, as to such of- 


fenses, or to make or issue any of the orders hereinbefore 


provided, anything in this act or in any other act tothe con- 


trary notwitlrstanding. 


Mr. SUMNER. I observe that that amend- 
ment was offered by me when this bill was under 
discussion, as long ago-as the 16th of July. I 
have not considered the bill carefully lately, and I 
am not aware of the precise bearing of the amend- 


ment. I know that at the time whtn I offered it, | 
[supposed it would bear specially on certain cases | 
which were then pending; but there has been a | 
change of facts since then, as the Senator from | 


Illinois will remember; a great many prisoners 
have been discharged. I therefore for the present 


withdraw the amendment, as I do not pretend at | 


this moment to know precisely what its efficacy 
would be, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
be allowed to withdraw his amendment, if there 
be no objection. The Chair hears none. The 
question is on ordering the amendments which 
have been adopted to be engrossed, and fhe bill 
to be read a third time. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I do not desire to embar- 
rass the progress of the bill, but it is now a num- 
ber of months since I read it. It is all right enough 
to call it upat present, with a view of having our 
attention directed to it, so that there may be early 
action upon it. I do not wish to embarrass it, but 
I desire to have an opportunity to read it. I will 
therefore move that it lie on the table until to- 
morrow. : 

Mr. SUMNER. Let jt be read through now. 
Mr. COLLAMER. I have no objection to that. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no sort of objec- 
tion to the bill going over until to-morrow. It was 
reprinted on my motion, a few days ago, with the 
amendments. It was pomabiaonkir and substan- 
tially amended in the Senate, as the members of 
the Senate will recollect, or, if they will refer to 
the House bill as it came to us, they will see what 
the amendments are. My object in having it re- 
printed was that each Senator might have it be- 
fore him. It is the first bill on the files 6n each 
Senator’s desk. I shall have no sort of objection 
to its going over until to-morrow. I have no spe- 
cial interest in the bill, other than every one else. 
I have thought it advisable that some such bill 


should be passed. 

Mr. COLLAMER. If the bill should be or- 
dered to a third reading, it would be beYond the 
wer of amendmeng, and I do not wish it placed 
in that position to-day. 

Mr. SUMNER. I suggest to the Senator from 
Illinois that the bill be proceeded with by reading 
it to-day. tis possible that in listening to it some 
amendments may occur, and after we have listened 
to it, we may consider and determine whether to 
act upon it to-day or let it go over until to-mor- 
row. 
Mr.COLLAMER. I donot wish it tobe acted 
on to-day. 


| 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
| designate the hour to which he proposes to defer 
| itto-morrow? * 

Mr. HALE. Say one o’clock to-morrow. 
|| Mr, COLLAMER, I may as well move, | 
\| think, that it be postponed and made the order of 
|| the day for one o’clock to-morrow. 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. That is entirely accepta. 

ble to me. 

|| Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish the Senator from 
Vermont to modify his motion, so as simply to 
|| postpone the bill. {£ hope we shall not begin, at 
this early period of the session, to make orders 
of the day. If there is a general disposition to 
|| take it up and go on with it to-morrow, there is 
|| nothing in the way of it; bat I hope we shall not 
|| begin the system, that has been found very embar- 
|| rassing, of making special orders, Let us simply 
|| postpone it until to-morrow. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I have no objection to that, 
if the gentleman wishes it. I move that this bil] 
be postponed until to-morrow at one o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ARREST OF CITIZENS OF DELAWARE. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning hour 


having expired, the unfinished business of the last 
sitting now comes up regularly in order. The 
question before the Senate is the resolution sub- 
mitted by the Senator from Delaware, (Mr. Savus- 
BURY. ] 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
directed to inform the Senate whether Dr. Jolin Laws and 
Whiteley Meredith, or cither of them, citizens of the State 
of Delaware, have been arrested and imprisoned in Fort 
Delaware ; when they were arrested and so imprisoned; 
the charges against them; by whom made; by whose or. 
ders they were arrested and imprisoned; and that he com- 


municate to the Senate all papers relatiug to their arrest 
and imprisonment. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The pending ques- 
tion is the amendment of the Senator from Indi- 
ana, (Mr. Wrieut,] to strike out the words * the 
Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, directed,” 
and insert, ‘* the President be requested, if in his 
judgment it shall not be incompatible with the 
public interest.’’ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is with a view of dis- 
posing of all that class of resolutions that I pro- 
pose to call the attention of the Senate at an early 
day to the bill in regard to arrests, which was 
under consideration a moment ago. It seems to 
me that no legislative action can ve founded upon 
this resolution of inquiry, or the answer to it, 
other than that which we now have before the 
Senate; and unless somebody wishes to make a 
speech upon it—it seems to be a resolution upon 
which a great many speeches are hung—I shall 
move to lay it upon the table. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I hope the Senator will 
withdraw that motion for a moment, to enable 
me, not to make a speech, but simply to state the 
reason why I think these cases differ from the 
general class of cases provided for in that bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Illinois withdraw his motion ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir; I withdraw it. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, it was my 
intention, when the debate should have been gone 
through with by others, to submit some remarks 
to the Seyate in support of the resolution which 
I have offered; but do not wish to occupy the 

“time and attention of the Senate unnecessarily, 
and shall not do so provided we can have a vote 
this morning. Since I offered the resolution, the 
debate has taken a much wider range than | ap- 
prehended it would take. I had no idea, when I 
offered the resolution of inquiry in reference to 
the imprisonment of two citizens of Delaware, 
that we should discuss those fundamental prin- 
ciples of Government which have been so fre- 
quently discussed before the Senate. Until the 
present difficulties arose, I had considered it as 
settled constitutional law that there was no power 
in this Government to suspend the writ of habeas 
corpusexcept by ‘he Congress of the United States, 
and then only in cases of invasion or rebellion, 
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where the public necessity required it. 

But, sir, my object in making the request of the 
Senator from Illinois to withdraw his motion, was 
not to discuss this question but to state very briefly 
wherein this resolution of inquiry differs from the 
general class of cases which enator proposes 
ta provide for by the bill to which he alludes. 
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That bill relates to all arrests by executive author- 
ity, wherever the arrests may have been made, 
and in whatever States-the paMies may reside. 
It applies to arrests of persons in the States which 
have assumed to secede, as well as to arrests in 
States which have not so assumed tosecede. My 
resolution refers exclusively to two individuals in 
a perfectly loyal State 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Dela- | 
ware will allow me to suggest that he has not 
looked carefully at the bill. It relates to the dis- || 
charge from arrest of citizens of States in which | 
the administration of the laws has continued un- 
impaired in the Federal courts. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I may be mistaken as to | 
shat feature of the bill, because, as was remarked 
this morning, the bill was introduced during the | 
jast session, and [ have not looked at it during 
the present session. But, sir, a resolution of in- 
quiry in relation to the arrest of two individuals 
i a State where there has never been any attempt 
at resistance to Federal authority, where the courts 
of justice are shut against them by presidential 
proclamation, certainly does differ from the gen- 
eral subject of arrests contemplated by that bill. 
I hone, therefore, that the motion to lay this res- 
elution on the table will not prevail, and that we 
muy be allowed to have a vote on the resolution 
this morning. Ifsuch a course shall not be adopt- | 
ed by the Senate, I shall endeavor to cal! it up 
again with a view of addressing the Senate upon 
the merits of the resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I renew my motion to lay 
the resolution and the amendment on the table. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I ask for the yeas and 
nays on that motion, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BROWNING. [intend to vote for the 
motion to lay the resolution on the table, but do 
not desire that that vote shall indicate any opinion 
as to the merits of the resolution or any final ac- 
tion I may choose to take in regard to it. I shall 
vote to lay it on the table until the bill which was 
up a few minutes-ago, and postponed until to- 
morrow, shall have been ene upon. If that bill 
passes, | think it willentirely supersede the neces- 
sity of any such resolution; and it is unnecessary 
to consume time in discussing the resolution now, 
when that billis to come up for action to-morrow; 
and if it be passed, there will be no necessity for 
proceeding farther with the resolution. 

The question*being taken by yeas and nays, || 
resulted—yeas 29, nays 13; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Arnold, Browning, Chandler, 
Clark, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Field, Foot, 
Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howe, || 
King, Lane of Kansas, Morrill, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trum- 
bull, Wade, Wilkinson, Wilmot, Wilson of Massachusetts, 
and Wright—®29. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Carlile; Cowan, Davis, Hard- | 


ing, Henderson, Kennedy, Nesmith, Powell, Rice, Sauls- 
bury, Willey, and Wilson of Missouri—13. : } 


So the resolution was laid upon the tabie. | 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Several messages of an executive character 
were received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Hay, his Secretary. ; 

On motion of Mr. SUMNER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after a few minutes spent therein, the doors 
were reopened. 


DEATH OF HON. LUTHER HANCIETT. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Erneniver, its Clerk, 
announcing thedeath of Hon. Lutner Hancnertt, 
late a member of the House from the State of 
Wisconsin, and communieating to the Senate the 
proceedings of the House thereon. 

The Secretary read the resolutions of the House 
of Representatives. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, Hon. Lu- 
THER Hanenerr, a member of the present House | 
of Representatives, and a member elect to the next, | 
died, after a brief illness, at his residence at Plover, | 

isconsin, on the 24th day of November last. 

For the first time has the grave opened to re- | 
ceive the remains of a deceased member of the 
Wisconsin delegation. | 

Mr. Hanenerr was Worn in Portage county, 

| 








Ohio, in 1825. His father was a physician of high 

standing; his mother a woman of superior mind, 
and a devoted Christian. By the death of his 
father, he was thrown, at the early age of seven- 
teen, upon his own resources. Fie gave himself 


| 
j 
1 
| 
| 


THE CON 








GRESSION A 


L GL 


early to the study of law, first in the office of a 


brother, at Lower Sandusky, Ohio, and after- 
ward at Jonesville, in the State of Michigan. 

In 1849, at the age of twenty-four, he removed 
to Galena, in Illinois, the emporium of the lead 
mines. He soon removed to Hazel Green, in 
Wisconsin, also within the mining district. After 


a short residence there, he left the mines, and lo- || 


cated himself in the lumber region of Wisconsin, 
upon the great river of that name, where he re- 
sided to the time of his death, at the age of thirty- 
seven. 


the legal profession in that part of the State, who, 
accepting command of the eighteenth regiment of 


|| Wisconsin volunteers, bravely fell at Pittsburg 


Landing, within the first week of actual service in 
the field. 

By his death, Mr. Haxcuert leaves this esti- 
mable lady a widow, with two children, a son and 
adaughter. His illness was very brief. He was 
confined only four days. He had a most robust 
and vigorous physical frame. The death of her 


| husband came upon her as sudden and more un- 


expected than the death of her father upon the 


bloody field of Shiloh. | 
As a lawyer, as an orator, and as a statesman, | 


Mr. Hancuerrt stood foremost in the region of 
> = S _ 

Wisconsin where he lived. Endowed by nature 

with a large, active, and well balanced braia, with 


| breadth and height and depth, he manifested an 


intellect at once vigorous and comprehensive; at 


times, and when fully aroused, one of command- || 


ing power. Constant in purpose, ardent in friend- 
ship, genial in conversation, and generous even to 
a fault, he acquired great popularity, and wielded 


| an extended influence in that portion of the State. 


In 1856, at the age of thirty-one, he was firstelected 
to the Senate of Wisconsin. He was reélected in 


1858, and, during his last term in that body, served | 


as chairman of the judiciary committee. In 1860, 
he was elected to Congress by a very large ma- 
jority. His speech in the House is among the 
ablest delivered during the last session. He was 


reélected ffom the sixth district of Wisconsin in | 


November last. Indeed, he had just passed through 
the excitement of the canvass, thus realizing, in 
all its significance, *‘ in the midst of life we are in 
death.’’ 
Whig, in the school of Henry Clay. 
dissolution of that party, and upon the reorgani- 
zation of the Republican party of Jefferson, he 


gave his adhesion to that with all the ardor of his | 
| earnest nature. 
ended a successful political career, crushed the | 


3ut death suddenly intervened, 


hopes and expectations of his numerous admirers 
and friends, and in a most forcible manner re- 
peated to us the lesson of the uncertainty, utter 


| uncertainty, of all there is in this life. 


I cannot close this brief testimonial of regard 


for the deceased without making allusion to the | 


deep anxieties of this day and of this very hour. 
Senators, for more than a year past our whole 
country has been draped in mourning. Hardly 
ahousehold has escaped. It has been along, long 


oO 


bering hundreds of thousands. The battle of 
Saturday last, with its thousands of dead and 
wounded, is but preliminary to the great struggle 
yet to come. What results hang upon it God 
only knows. If our army is victorious, if they 
shall drive the rebels out of their intrenchments 
in their chosen position, the power of the rebellion 
will be broken in pieces, and every question in- 
volved in that will be speedily solyed. First of 


all, it would ‘settle the financial question; for, if 


victorious, then our credit would be establishec 
upon fagindations so firm and enduring that we 
could command the money of the world. Again: 
it would settle the Union question; for, if we are 
victorious over the rebel army in. Virginia, the 
Union will be established forever. If victorious 
in the conflict now impending, secession and re- 
bellion will be trampled down forever, and all for- 
eign intervention proposed or attempted will go 
down with it. If victorious now, the great strug- 
gle between republicanism and aristocracy upon 
this continent is ended forever. Above all, if vic- 
torious in this great work, the principle of human 
liberty, as the common law of mankind, will be 


OBE. 


rr 


In 1853, he married the eldest daughter | 
| of Hon. James S. Alban, a leading member of 


In political opinion, he was reared a | 
Upon the | 


eriod of blood and agony and tears. How much | 
I nger it must be, none can foresee. While I now | 
speak, at this very hour, down upon the Rappa- | 
hannock, confronting each other with all the ter- | 
rible enginery of war, are two great armies, num- | 
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established forever and ever. That God the Al- 
mighty may grant to our arms in Virginia a great, 
| Speedy, and decisive victory, is the earnest and 
| constant prayer of every patriotic heart. 
_ Mr. President, I beg leave to submit the follow- 
ing resolutions: 


Resolved, That the Senate mourns the death of Hon. 
Loutaer Hancuerr, late a member of the House of Rep 
resentatives from the State of Wisconsin, and tenders to 
his widow and children and other relatives a sincere syim- 
pathy in this afflicting bereavement. 
| _ Resolved, That as a mark of respect for the memory of 
the deceased, the Senate do now adjourn. 


The resolutions were unanimously agreed to ; 
and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespar, December 16, 1862. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 


by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srockron. 
The Journal of yesterday was read. 


\| CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


| “Mr. DELAPLAINE. [rise to a question of 
| privilege. I voted yesterday against the resolu- 
tion offered by the honorable gentleman from 
Maine, [Mr.S. C. Teena and I observe 
that my vote is not recorded. move that the 
| Journal be corrected in that regard. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Journal was 
| corrected accordingly. 
GENERAL TWIGGS'S SWORDS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
| sage from the President of the United States, in 
relation to three swords of General David E. 
| Twiggs, recently forwarded to Washington from 
| New Orleans, by General Butler. 
The message, with an accompanying letter from 
General Butler, was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


TREASURY CONTINGENT FUND, 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting a report of the disbursements of 
the contingent fund of the Treasury Department 

| forthe fiscal year ending June 30, 1862; which was 
| laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


VOTE RECORDED. 
Mr. POMEROY asked and obtained unani- 


mous consent to have his vote recorded in fuver 

of the resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Wasu- 

BURNE, in relation to the payment of the interest 
on the public debt. 


INDIVISIBILITY OF THE UNION. 
|| The SPEAKER stated that the regular order of 


business was the consideration of the following 
resolutions, submitted by Mr. Stevens on the 4th 
of December, and postponed to this day: 

Resolved, That this Union must be, and remain, one and 
indivisible torever. 

Resolved, ‘That if any person in the employment of the 
United States, in either the legislative or exceutive branch, 
should propose to make peace, or should accept, or advise 
the acceptance, of any such proposition on any other basis 
than the integrity and entire unity of the United States and 
their, Territories as they existed at the time of the rebellion, 
he will be guilty of a high crime. 

Resolved, ‘That this Government can never accept the 
mediation or permit the intervention of any foreign nation, 
during this rebellion, in our domestic affairs. 

Resolved, That no two Governments can ever be permit- 
ted to exist within the territory now belonging to the United 
States, and which acknowledged their jurisdiction at the 
time of the insurrection. 

Mr. STEVENS claimed the floor. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 1 desire, with the 
permission of the gentleman, to offer an amend- 
ment to the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Penvsylvania yield for that purpose? 

Mr. STEVENS. No, sir, | do not. These 
resolutions will probably oceupy some time, and 
i do not desire to consume the time of the House 
with mere abstract propositions, while there is 

| important business which ought to be attended to. 
I think it right, therefore, that I should not urge 
the consideration of these resolutions at the pres- 
ent time; but I will ask the House to postpone 
them, and take up and pass one of the appropri- 
ation bills reported yesterday, and which has 
been printed. itis re that we should make 
some progress with the appropriation bills before 
| the holidays. 1 move that the further considera- 
















tion of the resolutions be postponed to this day 


three weeks; and on that motion I move the pre- 
vious question, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I should be glad 
to have the opportunity of submitting some reso- 
lutions as an amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
in offering them when the resolutions come up for 
consideration. 


There will be no difficulty | 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


main question ordered; and being put, the motion 
to postpone was agreed to. 


Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote |) 


by which the resolutions were postponed; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


REBELLION OF THE SECEDING STATES. 


Mr.STEVENS. lInowask the House to take 
up one of the appropriation bills. 

Mr. WRIGHT. My colleague will indulge 
me for one moment. A few days since | offered 


—_ ; ; 
some resolutions, which were assigned for con- | at 2 

leration tothe a d th fe Sl aeaton || was waged, in the beginning, professedly, “ not in any | 
sideration to the same Gay as those Ol My Colleague. | spirit of oppression, or for any purpose of conquest or sub- 


| jugation, or purpose of overthrowing or interfering with 


I desire to move that they be also postponed until 
the same day. 

The resolutions offered by Mr. Wricur are 
as follows: 


Resolved by the House of Representatives of the United 


States in Congress assembled, 1. That the rebellion on the 
part of the seceding States against the Government and 
laws of this Union was deliberately wicked and without 
reasonable cause; the compact of union being perpetual, 
no State has the constitutional power to forcibly secede, 


and that there was no grievance, real or imaginary, upon | 
the part of the seceding States, for the redress of which the 


Constitution does not turnish ample remedies. 


2. That the rebellion being in contravention of the Con- | 


stitution and jaws, it is the duty of the Government to put 


it down without regard to cost or the consequences that | 


may befall those cngaged in it, and all necessary constitu 
tional means for this purpose, and this alone, should be fur- 
nished by the people; that inasmuch as the great and wicked 
crime invoked the power of the sword, the war should be 


prosecuted with all the vigor, and strength, and means of | 


the Federal Government till rebellion be subdued, and no 
longer. 


3. That an honorable peace is desirable, but no peace | 
while armed opposition menaces the capital and threatens 


the overthrow of the Union, nor that peace which would 


be established upon the dismembered fragments of a mighty | 


and prosperous nation; and that man who would entertain 


K 








The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that || Sioux Indians, and for the disposition of their 


they are substantially the same resolutions as were || 
read before the House a few days ago. | 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Then I move tolay theamend- 
ments on the table. 


Mr. CONWAY. I second the motion. 


The SPEAKER. It will. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I ask that my 


| amendment may be read. 


| and maintained forever under the Constitution as it is—the 
fifth article providing for amendments included. i 


The amendment was read, and is as follows: 
Resolved, 1. That the Union as it was must be restored 


2. That no final treaty of peace ending the present civil | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








war can be permitted to be made by the Executive, or any || 


other person in the civil or military service of the United 
States, on any other basis than the integrity and entirety of 
the Federal Union, and of the States composing the same, 


ought immediately to be made. 


| tile intervention by any foreign Power in regard to the pres- 


| ent civil war. 


| in the United States, thereby superseding or suspending the 


peace upon these conditions is a traitor to bis country, and || 


unworthy the protection of its laws. 


4. That the war was inaugurated solely for the suppres- | 


sion of the rebellion and the restoration of the Union as it 
was; that any and ail attempts to change or divert this line 
of policy isa fraud upon the nation,a fraud upon the mem- 
ory of the gallant men who have sacrificed their lives, and 
afraud upon the Jiving soldiers who now stand up as a wall 
between their loved country and its wicked invaders. 


5. That the value of dollars and cents does not enter into | . 
|| suggest to the gentleman from Pennsylvania that 


the momentous question of the inaintenance of popular lib- 
erty, or the preservation of a free Government, any more 
than the lives and comfort of the traitors who have con- 
spired and leagued together for their destruction. 


6. ‘I'vat the Union restored, the war should cease, and | 


the seceding States be received back invo the Union with |! 


all the privileges and immunities to which they were ori 
ginally entitled. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Will the gentleman 
allow me to offer mine as a substitute for his, that 
they may go over also? 

Mr. WRIGHT. IL have no objection to that. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. My resolutions can 
be printed in the Globe. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I now renew my metion to 
postpone. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. | have a short amendment 
which | would like to have the same privilege of 
offering; and 1 would be glad also to have it 
printed, 

‘ "The SPEAKER. What does the gentleman 
Prppoes to amend ? 

Mr. WRIGHT. There is an amendment to the 
amendment already pending. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not so un- 
derstand. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Very well; I yield to the gen- 
tleman. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE, I then offer the following 
as ai) amendment to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Ohio: 

Resolved, ‘That all who are opposed to the closing of this 
war -_ the principle of preserving the Constitution as it 
ie, and the restoration of the Union at it was formed by that 
Constitution, aré enemies to the country, and unfit to hold 
any office of trust or profit. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I now renew my motion to 
postpone. 

Mr. LOVEJCY. IL ask that the amendment of 
the gentleman from Ohio may be reported. 


| 
| 
| 
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| tle discussion. 
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| 
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| 





| suggestion without first consulting the Executive. 


4. That the unhappy civil war in which we are engaged 





the rights or established institutions of the States, but to 
defend and maintain the supremacy of the Constitution, | 
and to preserve the Union with all the dignity, equality, and | 


' 

| 

| 

j 

\| 

3. That the Government can never permit armed or hos- | 
| 
| 
; 


| 


rights of the several States unimpaired,’’ and was so un- || 
| derstood and accepted by the people, and especially by the | 


Army and Navy of the United States; and that, therefore, 
whoever shall pervert, or attempt to pervert, the same to a | 
war of conquest and subjugation, or for the overthrowing 
or interfering with the rights or established institutions of | 
any of the States, and to abolish slavery therein, or for the 


purpose of destroying or impairing the dignity, equality, or || 


rights of any of the States, will be guilty of a flagrant breach 
ot public faith, and of a high crime against the Constitution 
and the Union. 

5. That whoever shall propose, by Federal authority, to 
extinguish any of the States of the Union, or to declare 
any of them extinguished, and to establish territorial gov- 
ernments or permanent military governments within the 
same, will be deserving of the censure of this House and 
of the country. 

6. That whoever shal] attempt to establish a dictatorship | 


constitutional authorities of the Union, or to clothe the 
President or any other officer, civil or military, with dicta- 
torial or arbitrary power, will be guilty of a high crime 
against the Constitution and the Union and public liberty. 

Mr. STEVENS. I one to the gentleman 
from Illinois to withdraw his motion and let this 
whole matter go over. The House has to choose 
between three and four sets of resolutions, and we 
can vote upon them a great deal better after a lit- 


Mr. LOVEJOY. Well, I will withdraw my 
motion. 
Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. 





I would 


all resolutions on these and similar subjects shal 
be postponed till the first Monday in January, 
1900. tan hter.} 

Mr. STEVENS. I could not consent to that 


[Laughter.] 


|| The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


PAYMENT OF FUNDED DEBT. 


Mr. COX. On yesterday, a resolution was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means in | 
relation to the funded debt that comes due this 
year. I have a resolution here asking certain in- 
formation on that subject, to which I think there 
will be no objection. ; : 

The resolution was received by unanimous con- 
sent, and was considered and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to furnish to this Hoyse a statement of the amount of the 
United States loan, created in 1841, and extended by the | 
act of April 15, 1842, which wili fall due during the pres- | 
ent year; and also the names of those who are registered as 
the owners thereof, and such information as the Depart- 
ment may possess as to the actual ownership thereof. And 
that the Secretary of the Treasury communicate to this 
House a copy or copies of any memorial or memorials ad- 
dressed to him, or in the Department of the Treasury, pro- | 
posing or soliciting a special medium of payrifent to the 
owners or holders of the said loan, and whether he pro- 
poses to pay said lvan in coin. 


INDIANS IN MINNESOTA. 


Mr. WINDOM, by unanimous consent, in pur- 
suance of previous notice, introduced a bill for 
the removal of the Winnebago Indians, and for the 
sale of their reservation in Minnesota, for their 
benefit; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Indian A ffuirs. 

Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, intro- 





duced a bill for the removal of certain bands of 
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reservations in Minnesota and Dakota; which was 


| read a first and Second time, and referred to the 


Committee on Indian Affairs. 
MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the House that the Military Academy appro. 
priation bill, which has been printed, and which 
was made the special order for Friday next, be con. 
sidered to-day in the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, I understand that it ig 
desired shortly to announce the death of a mem- 
ber, and I trust we will pass the bill first. I: wil} 
take but a short time. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. STEVENS. I new move that the rules 


|, be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 


Jnion, and of the | into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
; as at the beginning of hostilities, and upon that basis peace || 


the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House re. 
solved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Wriaur in the chair,) 
and proceeded to the consideration of House bill 
No. 611, making appropriations for the support 
of the Military Academy for the year ending 30th 
June, 1864. ° 

The bill having been read through, and no 
amendments being offered, 

Mr. STEVENS moved that the committee rise 
and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Sothe committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Wrieur reported the bill 
to the House without amendment. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

Mr. LOVEJOY demanded the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bill was passed—ayes eighty-three, noes 
not counted. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 


| by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 


lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


DEATH OF HON. LUTHER HANCHETT. 


Mr. POTTER. The melancholy duty is de- 
volved upon me of announcing the death of Hon. 
Lutuer Hancuertt, late member of this House, 
represehting the second congressional district ot 
the State of Wisconsin. He died at his home in 
Plover, Portage county, Wisconsin, after a short 
illness, on the 24th of Susie last. Mr. Hay- 
cHett was born in Tallmadge, Portage county, 
Ohio, in 1825, and consequently was thirty-seven 
years old when, in the prime of life, and with the 

romises of long years of usefulmess and honor 
efore him, the inexorable summons, which we 
all await, was heard, and his earthly career was 
terminated, Left at an early age, by the loss of 
his father, to his own resources, he soon gave evi- 


‘dence of that intellectual power and force of char- 


acter which enabled him to triumph over the 
defects of early education, and toachieve an honor- 
able position at the bar and in the councils of the 
State and of the nation. Having completed his 
professional studies, and after being admitted to 
the practice of the law, at the age of twenty-four 
he selected as his future residence the State with 
which the interests and renown of his brief career 
were to be identified, and while awaiting employ- 
ment in his profession, had the manly sense to re- 
sort to the labor of his hands for the relief of his 
immediate necessities. 

But his talents, in a comparatively new and 
growing State, could not long remain obscured; 
and his accidental engagement in a suit then pend- 
ing led to the permanent and successful resump- 
tion of his profession, in which he rose rapidly 
. the hi a rank in = own we of the State. 

is eloquence a i ity, com- 
bined 7. his clear omandiens and logical habit 
of mind, eminently qualified him for distinction 
as an advocate. ite was soon afier elected dis- 
trict attorney, which office he filled with ability 
four years. But in his ripening intellect, in his 
large and comprehensive views, and his political 
information and experience, his fellow-citizens 
saw those elements of usefulness and success 10 
public life which they were not disposed to over- 
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look; and} 
Wisconsin, two years 0 ; ’ filled 
responsible position of chairman’of the judiciary 
committee, in which capacity he took a prominent 
sart in the revision of the laws of the State. In 
1860, he was elected a member of this body, and 
wus reelected by a large majority at the recent 
election. ee 
Generous to a fault, constant and ardent in his 
friendships, genial in his disposition, he has left | 
a void in many of your hearts which I shall not 
attempt by ner poor words of mine to fill. The 
places which knew him on earth will know him 
no more forever. But though dead he still speaks, | 
calling us to emulate his disinterestedness, his 
manly virtues, and his ardent patriotism. To his 
afflicted family, now doubly bereaved, and to his 
friends, | tender the respectful sympathies which 


ye was twice elected to the State Senate of | 
f which time he filled the || 


spring spontaneously to all our hearts, commend- |, 


ing them to the consolation of that Being who 
tempers the wind to the shorn lamb; and as the 
customary tribute of respect to his memory, | 
move the adoption of the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That as a mark of respect to the memory of 
Hon. Lurner Hancuertt, deceased, late a member of the 
House from Wisconsin, the members will wear the usual 
badge of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect for the mem- 
ory of the deceased, the House do now adjourn. | 

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions 
to the Senate. 


Mr. SLOANE. It is with no ordinary emo- 
tions of sorrow that I add my tribute of respect | 
and affection to the memory of my departed col- 
league. 


Forming his acquaintance several years since, |) 


frequently associating with him in political and | 
public life, at times in familiar and daily inter- | 
course, I had learned to know and appreciate those 
qualities of the deceased which so eesti secured 
him the confidence and attachment of his friends. 

Mr. Hancwert could not properly be called a 
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In official life he was modest and unassuming, 


| seldom putting himself forward in the conduct of 
| public affairs unless he could see that some end 
was to be attained, some good accomplished. 


During his brief service here he mingled but 


little in the debates, and took but little part in the | 
| public proceedings of this body; but he was watch- 
| ful of the interests of his constituents, and deeply 
| interested in all legislation affecting the welfare of 
thecountry. Could he have been spared through 
the term for which he was reélected, his counsels | 
_ would have been valuable and his influence felt | 
| in those grave and weighty questions which will 
occupy the attention of the coming Congress. 


But it was otherwise decreed. The excitement 
of the election had passed away, the session of 
Congress was approaching, the colleagues of Mr. 
Hancnerr were looking forward to a renewal of 
their official and social intercourse with a pleasure 


undisturbed by any forebodings of his death. We | 
had heard nothing of his sickness. He was lately 


| in good spirits and robust health; and | was en- 


tirely unprepared for the rumor, which reached 
me on the cars on my journey hither, that he was 
dead. I shall not soon forget that sad and anx- 
ious journey, fearing the rumor might be true; 
inquiring at every station, hoping almost against 
hope, till soon I saw an authentic announcement 


| of his death, and then fully realized that the friend 
| of many years, the associate in political and pri- 
vate life, the true man, the faithful friend, on the |} 
| very threshold of an honorable career, in the very | 
prime of mortal life, had been called to his long | 


great man; but he possessed many of the elements | 


of greatness, and many more of those which con- | 
tribute to success and distinction. 


His early educational advantages were limited; || 


but he had native sense, industry, and applica- 
tion; and bya proper use of the scanty opportu- 
nities withig his reach, he acquired much useful 
and substantial knowledge. These, with his habits 
of close observation, his retentive memory, and 
powers of discrimination, enabled him to remedy 
the neglect of his early education, and to success- 
fully and creditably discharge his professional and 
official duties. 

He early exhibited a taste and fondness for the 
law; and after the usual course of studies which | 
he pursued with characteristic devotion and at- 
tention, he entered the profession more than ordi- 
narily qualified for its duties and responsibilities. 
He soon acquired a good standing at the bar, was 
twice elected district attorney of his county, was 
two years chairman of the judiciary committee 
of the State Senate, a position the most delicate 
and responsible in that body; and for years was 
the recognized leader of his circuit, an eminence 
he worthily maintained till the day of his death. 

He had a logical and vigorous mind. He was 
practical in his ideas, as in his aims and purposes 
of life. He subjected every measure to the test 
of his sterling sense; and rejecting all that was 
fanciful and ideal, he clung to that which was 
practical and useful. Of strong convictions and 
stronger will, he commanded success in all the en- 
terprises in which he earnestly embarked. 

e was faithful always to his friends, though 
not hasty in giving his confidence or forming his 
friendships; yet for friends once made and recog- 
nized there was no effort too laborious, no sacri- 

too great for their advancement. 

Social in his nature, of genial manners and great 
conversational powers, he was popular among 
his fellow-men, and attracted to himself troops of 
friends—friends who respected and loved him, and 
who would cling to him through good and evil for- 
tune in all that pertained to his honor, his interest, 
or his success. . 

He was charitable almost to a fault. He gave 
freely and liberally to all local societies and en- 
terprises calculated to benefit his feliow-men. To 
those who came with the appeal of poverty or the 
claim of misfortune he was a willing and sympa- 
thizing listener, and never either went from him 
empty handed away. 
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last home. 

But woe unto us, nothim. Weare left in the 
midst of the perils that surround the country, op- 
pressed by the anxieties incident to this terrible 
war, and burdened by the responsibilities of these 
troublous times. 
bosom of his adopted State, the State he served 
so faithfully and loved so well. 


Mr. NOBLE. Mr. Speaker, Lurner Han- 
CHETT was a native of Ohio; was born about the 
year 1826, at Middleburg, then in Portage, but 
now included in Summit county, in that State. 
He was the son of Dr. Luther Hanchett, a phy- 
sician of high reputation in his profession, who 
died at Hillsdale county, in the State of Michigan, 





when his son Luther was about fifteen years of | 


age, leaving him at that early age entirely desti- 
tute of pecuniary means. 
After the death of his father, Luther went to re- 
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| ist. 
| known, he had many and warm friends. Modest 


| ordinary capacity. 








could hupe to. 

I understand he has left a wife and two small 
children to mourn his loss, and to inheritthe proud 
name he has won in the history of his own State 
and in that of the nation. 

But, Mr. Speaker, it was not my purpose to say 
more than was necessary to testify, in a humble 
manner, my high esteem for a lamented member 
of this House, who was raised and educated in the 
district | now have the honor to represent. This 
I could do ina no more forcible of appropriate 
manner than to barely state the facts as they ex- 
In Ohio, where he had lived and was well 


and unassuming, almost to a fault, yet he could 
not fail to impress all with whom he came in con- 
tact that he possessed a mind of much more than 
Raised and educated in the 
family of an elder and kind brother, from the 
time of the death of his father, on arriving at the 
years of manhood the independence of his ambi- 
tion so strongly prompted him to become the ar- 
biter of his own fortune and his own success in 
life, that he at once emigrated to the West, and 
without money or influential friends sought from 
his own unaided exertions to obtain that success 
which has since so abundantly been showered 
upon him. He was in short, Mr. Speaker, what 
the world calls a self-made man. Kind and cour- 
teous in all his intercourse with others, he did not 
fail to secure the friendship and confidence of all 
with whom he became acquainted. 

In the discharge of his duty here asa Repre- 
sentative, he always manifested intelligence and 
ability ofa high sodenaid by his candorand hon- 


| esty of purpose always secured the respect and 


He sleeps his last sleep in the || 


side with his half brother, Colonel Ralph P. Buck- || 


land, a lawyer of fine attainments, at Fremont, in 


the State of Ohio, where he remained until he ar- || 


rived at the years of maturity, was educated, read 


courts of that State. Without any attempt to pur- 


sue his profession in Ohio, he first emigrated to | 
Janesville, in the State of Michigan, and | think | 


was there employed for a short period in one of 
the county offices. From there he again emigrated 
to the pine regions of Wisconsin, and at first 
engaged himself for a time in the manufacture of 
shingles, giving but little if any attention to his 
chosen profession. Buthisactive, comprehensive, 
and well-balanced mind could not be concealed 


volved was poor and friendless. Luther engaged 
his services, without reward or the hope thereof, 
in behalf of the friendless party; and though he 
had then had but little experience in the practice, 
he yet entered into the conduct of the case with 


| under the guise of the woodsman. An important | 
| lawsuit occurred, in which one of the parties in- | 


spirit and energy, bringing to it professional skill | 


and judgment of no ordinary character. His ef- 


j | orous fe 
law, and was regularly admitted to practice in the || 


forts were crowned with success, and his reputa- || 


tion asa lawyer was thus established. 

From this time forth the young and enterprising 
shingle-maker became one of the leading spirits 
of the State of his adoption. He was twice elected 


esteem of those who differed with him in opinion. 

Mr. Speaker, our deceased brother member was 
but a young man, and a few short months ago 
when we separated from him, at the close of the 
last session, he seemed to have as strong a hold 
upon life as the best among us. This event ad- 
monishes us anew that the ways of Providence 
are inscrutable. And though we are surround- 
ed by death and suffering on all sides, resulting 
from the direful and deadly struggle in which our 
nation is now engaged; though the youth, the 
manhood, and the vigor of our land, the intelli- 
gent, the wise, and the great of our Army, amid 
the thunders of artillery and the rattle of musket- 
ry are falling as before the scythe of destruction; 
though even now, while | yet speak, the number 
of their unburied dead upon the dark and gory 
field of Fredericksburg may be counted by thou- 
sands—yet this death of one of our young and vig- 
Soeremiadianat in his quiet western home, 
where the clangor of arms and the trump of the 
warrior are not heard, comes to us as another 
solemn admonition. 

“Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour wherein the Son of man com- 
eth.” 


The resolutions were agreed to. 
And thereupon (at a quarter pasf one o’clock, 
p.m.) the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 17, 1862. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunveriann. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, com- 


municating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 2d instant, copies of reports of the 


|| board of officers appointed under the act of July 


a member of its Legislative Councils; was twice | 


elected district attorney of his county; was elected 


to the present Congress in the year 1860, and had | 


. 


been just reélected to a seat in the next Congress 
sieuythe prior to his death. These honors, show- 
ered so thick and fast upon him, bear unmistaka- 
ble testimony of the satisfactory manner in which 
he discharged the trusts imposed upon him by 
a confiding people; no better evidence could be 
given. But of his history in Wisconsin, and the 
esteem in which he was held there, | do not pur- 
pose to speak further; the honorable Representa- 





| 


| 15, 1862, ‘to authorize the Secretary of the Navy 


to accept the title to League Island, in the Dela- 
ware river, for naval purposes;”’ which, on motion 
of Mr. Hate, was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


| Mr. HOWE presented the petition of Phebe 
| Ann Fisk, widow of Almond D. Fisk, praying 
for an extension of the patent issued to her late 
husband, on the 14th of November, 1848, for an 
improvement in coffins, usually called “ Fisk’s 
| metallic burial cases;’? which was referred to the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 
Mr. POMEROY. I present a memorial of the 
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corporation of the city of Washington, praying 
for the immediate construction of at least two other 
railroads leading out of Washington, one to the 
Chesapenke bay, and one to Hagerstown by way 


of the Point of Rocks, with forts at such distances | 


ulong their lines as to protect them from destruc- 
tion. I movethat it be referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia, and that it be 
printed, as it relates to a matter of some import- 
ance, 


The memorial was referred to the Committee | 
on Military Affairs and the Militia, and the mo- 
tion to print was referred to the Committee on || 


Printing. 

Mr. POMEROY also presented the petition of 
Frances H. Phimmer, widow of Joseph B. Pium- 
mer, praying fot an additional pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


THE CONGRESSION 


sideration of that resoluuon go over until to-mor- 
row. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Itwilllieoverunder 


the rule. 
CONDITIONS OF RELEASE OF STATE PRISONERS. 
Mr. POWELL submitted the following reso- 


lution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- 
form the Senate if citizens, arrested by his authority or b 
those acting under his authority, have not been required, 
before they could obtain their release from imprisonment, 
to take an oath, or give an obligation, that they would not 
sue or bring an action for damages against those who had 
arrested or caused them to be arrested. 


Mr. SUMNER. Let it lie over. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Itwilllie over under || 


| the rule. 


Mr. TEN EYCK presented five petitions from || 
citizens of Philadephia, for the passage of a gen- | 
eral bankrupt law; which were erdered to lic on 


the table. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. 


hands, and been requested to present, certain let- 


ters of the Lake Superior Indian agency, in relation | 


toa claim against the Government for the use of 


I have had placed in my | 


the steamer Seneca from the 15th of September | 


to the 12th of October, inclusive—a steamer which 


was detained for the use of the Government on | 
Lake Superior, in consequence of an apprehended | 


outbreak of the Indians in that neighborhood. | 
am somewhat at a loss whether it should be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs or to 
the Committee on Claims, but | think that perhaps 
it should go to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. RICE. I think my friend is mistaken in 
regard to that. The vessel was employed by a 


Government officer in the Indian department, and | 
the claim has met with the sanction of the Lnte- | 


rior Department. It is a legitimate claim, and 1 


think the papers should go to the Committee on | 


Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Very well, sir. Let them 
go to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The papers were so referred. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, from the 
Commitiee on Military Affairs and the Militia, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. No. 419) to im- 
prove the organization of the cavalry forces, re- 
ported it without amendment, 

He also, from the same committee, reported a 
bill (S. No. 420) to facilitate the discharge of dis- 


REFERENCE OF A MESSAGE. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move that | 


L GLOBE. 


the message of the President of the United States, | 


placing at the disposal of Congress three swords, 


formerly the property of General David E.T wiggs, | 


captured by General Benjamin F. Butler in New 
Orleans, be taken from the table and referred to 


The motion was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HOWE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 422) for 


the relief of the heirs of Almond D. Fisk, de- |} 


ceased; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office. 


Mr. NESMITH asked, and by unanimous con- || 


| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. | 


423) to establish a branch mint of the United 
States at Portland, Oregon; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. KENNEDY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a biil (S. No. 
424) to amend the act entitled “‘An act to estab- 


lish and equalize the grades of line officers of the | 
| United States Navy,’’ approved July 16, 1862; || 


| which was read twice by its title, referred to the 
'| Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 


printed, 


Mr. LATHAM asked, and by unanimous con- | 


sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
425) for the relief of Juan Miranda and others; 


:| which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
| the Committee on the Judiciary. 


abled soldiers from the Army, and the inspection |; 


of convalescent camps and hospitals; which was 
read, and passed to a second reading. ‘ 


Mr. RICE, from the Committee on Military | 


Affairs and the Militia, who were instructed bya 


resolution of the Senate, of the 10th instant, to in- | 
quire into the subject, reported a bill (S. No. 421) | 
to forfeit the pay of absent officers of the Army, | 
and for other purposes; which was read, and passed | 


to a second reading. 
REPQRT ON INDIAN AFFATRS. 


Mr.ANTHONY. The Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred a resolution of the Senate, 


of the 16th instant, to printone thousand additional | 


copies of the report of the Commissioner of In- 


dian Affairs for the use of the Commissioner, have | 


instructed me toreportit back withoutamendment, 
and recommend its passage. I ask for its present 
consideration. 

The resolution was corsidered, and adopted. 


SOLDIERS AT THE DELAWARE ELECTION. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. As one of the represent- 


ativeg of the sovereignty of m 
floor, I offer the following resolutiou: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is here- 
by, directed to inform the Senate whether armed soldiers 
were sent into the State of Delaware, to be present at the 
polis on the 4th day of November last, the day of the gen- 
eral election in said State; and if so, by whose orders, upou 
whose application, the necessity, if any, for their being 
eo sent, for what purpose they were sent, to what piaces 
by name they were sent, how many were sent, how many 


to each of such places, the names of the regiments or com- | 
panies sent, the names of the officers cominanding such | 


regiments and companies ; and whether any, and ifso, how 
many provost marshals were Or have been appointed, and 
at what places, in said State, with their names, the neces- 


sity, if any, for their appointment, and the powers conferred | 


upon them; and that he communicate to the Senate all pa- 
pers and orders in his Departnent relating to the sending 
of such soldiers into said State. 


Mr. WiLSON, of Massachusetts, Let the con- 


State upon this | 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


i 
' 


Mr. WRIGHT asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
426) allowing set-off in certain cases in favor of 
loyal citizens of the United States; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


-Mr. LATHAM. I desire to state that if I had 
been in my seat yesterday—l was temporarily 
called out—I would have voted against Jaying the 
resolution of the Senator from Delaware [Mr. 
Savtssury] on the table. 


DELAWARE HOME GUARDS. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I submit the following 


resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
directed to inform the Senate whether he has authorized 
the military organization of *Shome guards” in the State of 
Delaware; and, if so, for what purpose and by what author- 
ity of law, and the necessity for such organizations in that 
State; whether he has undertaken to exempt from liability 
to be drafted persons who shail become members of such 


|| home guards, and, if so, by what authority of law; whether 
| he has promised pecuniary compensation to such persons, 


as an inducement to join such home guards, and, if so, by 
what authority oflaw ; and whethersuch persons have been 
assured by his authority that they shall not be required to 
leave said State in the mili defense of the country; and 
that he communicate to the Senate all orders and papers 
in his Department relating to the said military organizations 
in the State of Delaware. 


Mr. SUMNER. Let it lie over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie over under 


the rule. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 


bY Mr. Erneripves, its Clerk, announced that the 
Oo 


use had passed the bill of the Senate (Neo. 407) 
to fix the terms of the circuit court in the district 
of Wisconsin. 

The message also announced that the House 


‘| had insisted upon its amendment to the amend- 


| the Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia. | 











| mentof the Senate to the bill(H.R.No. 581) con- 
cerning judgments in certain suits brought by the 
United States, disagreed to by the Senate, asked 
a conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon,and had appointed Mr. Tuappeys 
Stevens, of Pennsylvania, Mr. B. F. Tuomas 

of Massachusetts, and Mr. C. L. L. Leary, of 
Maryland, managers at the same on its part, 

The message also announced that the House of 
Representatives had passed a bill (No. 611) mak- 
| ing appropriations for the support of the Military 
| Academy for the year ending the 30th of June, 
| 1864, in which the concurrence of the Senate wag 
| requested, . 

‘The message further announced that the House 
had concurred in the resolution of the Senate ip. 
| structing the joint committee appointed at the last 
session to inquire into the conduct of the war to 
| make report to the Senate and House with all con- 
| venient speed. 


NAVY DEPARTMENT APPROPRIATIONS. 


Mr. HALE. The Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 598) to 
adjust appropriations heretofore made for the civil 
service of the Navy Department to the present 


|| organization of that Department, have instructed 






me to report it back, with a recommendation that 
| it pass; and as itisa bill that makes no appropria- 
| tions, but simply makes the appropriations here- 
tofore made conform to the new arrangement, [ 
| wish to have it put on its passage at the present 
time. 

There being no objection, the bill was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
| to direct the Secretary of the Treasury to trans- 
fer the amounts heretofore appropriated for the 
pay of chiefs of bureaus, clerks, messengers, and 
aborers connected with the Navy Department, so 
that they will correspond with the present organ- 
ization and pay as authorized by the act of Con- 
gress of July 5, 1862, namely: For the Bureau 
of Yards andl Docks, $10,643; for the Bureau of 
Equipment and Recruiting, $3,874;. for the Bu- 
reau of Navigation, $3,057; for the Bureau of Ord- 
nance, $6,954; for the Bureau of Construction and 
| Repair, $9,534; for the Bureau of Steam Engi- 
|, neering, $4,224; for the Bureau of Provisions and 
|, Clothing, $5,858; for the Bureau of Medivine and 
| Surgery, $5,800. All remaining balnces are to 
|| attach to the office of the Secretary of the Navy, 
|| and may be expended by him for such clerical ser- 
|| vices as he shall judge the interest of the Depart- 
_ment requires. The sum of $1,000, heretofore 
appropriated for the contingent expenses of the 
Bureau of Construction, Equipment, and Repair, 
is to be transferred to the Bureau of Steam Envgi- 
|| neering, and the sum of $1,000 to the Bureau of 
| Equipmentand Recruiting; and the sum of $1,000, 
| heretofore appropriated for the contingent ex- 
penses of the Bureau of Ordnance, is to be trans- 

ferred to the Bureau of Navigation. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 











amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


| 
INTERNAL REVENUE. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. [If the business of the 
|| morning hour is finished, I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of House bill No. 

992, which was reported by me yesterday from 

the Committee on Finance, with amendments. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 

in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 

sider the bill (H. R. No. 592) to amend an act 

entitled **An act to provide internal revenue to sup- 

|| port the Government and to pay interest on the 
public debt,’’ approved July 1, 1862. 

The first section of the bill proposes to em- 
power the assessors, assistatit assessors, collectors, 
and deputy collectors, appointed under the pro- 
visions of the internal revenue act, to administer 
oaths or affirmations in all cases where they are 
or may be required by that act or subsequent acts 
in relation to it, without charging any fee therefor. 

The second section is intended to authorize the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue to furnish and 
supply the Assistant ‘Treasurers or collectors of 
the United States at San Francisco, California, 
and Portland, Oregon, with adhesive stamps, of 
|| stamped paper, vellum, or parchment, according 
I to the provisions of the internal revenue laws, 
| under such regulations and conditions as he may 
from time to time prescribe, and without requiring 
payment in advance therefor, 
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The third seetion provides that any stamp ap- || cers of the United States Government shall be, and hereby || Mr. HARRIS. Remitted the penalty? 
propriated to denote the duty charged on any par- || 2: exempt from duty. | Mr. FESSENDEN. We have remitted the 
instrument on its face, which may have been used, The next amendment of the committee was in || Put on the penalty, that it was necessary to put it 
or shall hereafter be used, for denoting any other || section five, line ten, after the word ‘‘effect”’ to || OM to prevent intentional evasi n,as people would 

| 
» 7 + ; : ; ; | 
taken to be good and valid, any existing law to || Provided, That no instrument, document, writing, or pa- || they have not been put in possession of stamps, 
the contrary notwithstanding. | ‘ || 1t would be very unjust to retain that section. 

The fourth section proposes to exempt from | out being duly stamped prior to the day aforesaid, or any 
duty all instruments, documents, and papers used | copy thereof, shall be admitted or used as evidence inany || The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
vy the officers of the United States Government, |) guty charged tuiercon, shall have been affixed thereto or || 224 the amendments were concurred in. 

| 

the duty or stamp thereon, and all instruments, || = ener egaes Wes the _ when the same isso used or || bill, it is provided that the collector at Portland, 
documents, and papers of the executive depart- || “xed, shall have been placed thereon by such person. And 

¢ | writing, or paper. as evidence, or his agent or attorney, is || ulation of Oregon 1s So widely scattered over so 
be chargeable with the duty or stamp thereon, and || authorized, in the presence of the court, to stamp thesame || great a surface of country, that if the stamps ave 
ing to the procurement of bounty land and other || Mr. FESSENDEN. The printer has under- || !nd,it will be extremely inconvenient for the peo- 
bounties, pensions, and’arrears of pay by or for || taken to change the amendmentas I wrote it, and || ple of the southern and the eastern part of the State 
sentatives, who may have been or may be in the || another amendment necessary—a mere verbal al- || Dill by inserting after the word **Oregon,’’ in the 
service of the United States. 

; ; : the words * héreinbefore provided,’’ and the word || the receivers of the land offices in the State of Ore- 
ninety-fifth section of the internal revenue act that || «¢ and’ should begin another sentence. gon,’’ so that the receiver of the land office at 
no instrument, document, or paper made, signed, 

; the chair.) That modification will be made if not |, 294 the receiver of the land office at Oregon City, 
being duly stamped, or having thereon an adhe- |) objected to, being a mere clerical error. may be supplied with these stamps for the eon- 
sive stamp to denote the duty imposed thereon, ; 

' . very differently situated in Oregon from the States 

2 The next amendment of the committee wa 1] Saeed Om a 
effect. \] vas 1D || on this side of the mountains. The mining lo- 

; . . strike out the words * be, anc e same hereby | . 
chandise, or articles produced or made and fin- io Pond af aoe in Per! ne, a eres bp soa ‘| our population very far apart. 
ished ready for sale and removal for consumption ? 2 Ys 6 cranes | Mr. FESSENDEN., I will explain to the hon- 


heniar instrument, and bearing the name of such | The amendment was.agreed to. penalty entirely. It was supposed, at the time we 
duty of the same amount, shall be deemed and || jnsert the following: run the risk. As there are many places where 
per required by law to be stamped, signed, or issued, with- A 
Mr. HARRIS. Itis all right now. 
|} court until a lesal stamp or stamps, denoting the amount of 
where the United States would be chargeable with || used thereou, nnd the initials of the person using or affixing || Mr. HARDING. In the second section of the 
. . q || the person desiring to use any such instrument, document, Oregon, shall be supplied with stamps. The pop- 
nents of the several States, where any State woul 
also all instruments, documents, and papers relat- || as hereinbefore provided. And only placed in the hands of the collector at Port- 
oficers, soldiers, and seamen, or their legal repre- improve upon it; and in doing so he has rendered || © procure them. I move therefore to amend the 
teration, however. There should be a period after || Sixth line of the second section, the words * and 
The fifth section proposes so to amend the 
1 ig ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fosrerin || Roseburg, two hundred miles south of Portland, 
or issued prior to the Ist of March, 1863, without 
mpost | ‘The amendment as modified was agreed to. venience of the people of that country. We are 
shall, for that cause, be deemed invalid and of no 
; : section five, lines twenty-five and tw -8l) 1] s . vs 
By the sixth section all goods, wares, and mer- are y nd twenty-six, to calities south, and the mining localities east, wke 
will read: 


prior to the Ist day of September, 1862, whether R ; : j 2 |; orable Senator the exact condition of this matter, 
actually removed or not from the place of manu- || And section twenty-four of an act entitled “ An actin- || from which he will see that it would be improper 
7 . creasing, temporarily, the duties on imports, and for other . , 

facture, are to be exempt from duty, upon proof |) purposes,” approved July 14, A. D. 1362, is hereby repealed. | &t the present time to make the amendment which 


being made to the satisfaction of the assessor of | 
the district that they were so made and finished , 
ready for sale and removal for consumption; and | The next amendment of the committee was to 
where any duties shall have been assessed, or as- strike out the sixth section in the following words: 
sessed and collected, upon such goods, wares, and Sec. 6. And he it further enacted, Thatall goods, wares, 


merchandise or articles so made and finished, they | ent eogennndin®, oF on produced or made and finishes ‘| law so far as relates to those States for the pres- 
is be re itted || ready ior sale and removal for consumption prior to the Ist 
are om ‘ 


4 day of September, A. D. 1862, whether actnally removed or || €Mt, by providing that the Secretary may send out, 

The seventh section provides that hotels, inns, || nit from the place of manufacture, shall be, and hereby are, || Without prepayment, to certain persons a quan- 

or taverns, and eating-houses, having taken out || exempt from duty, upon proof being made to the satisfac- || tity of stamps. The difficulty in the way of the 

the license provided therefor, shall not be required ae 05; Che. cores £6 phe district, who shail hear and de- || Senator’s amendment is that it would be improper 

; m Si i y were so made and finished ready : : 

to pay any other license for the sale of any arti- || for sale and removal for consumption ; and where any duties || tO place a large quantity of stamps in the hands 

cles customarily furnished by hotels, inns, or tav- || shall have been assessed, or assessed and collected, upon || of anybody who has given no security whatever 
erns, and eating-houses, and not prohibited by the | 
laws of any State or Territory where they may | 


The amendment was agreed to. || he proposes. As the law originally stood, the 

- Secretary of the Treasury is only authorized to 
issue stamps to such persons as shall send for 
them in advance; but owing to the distance of Cali- 
| fornia and Oregon, we propose now to vary the 


such goods, wares, and merchandise, or articles so madeand || tg gecount for them, and therefore the law was 
finished as aforesaid, the same shail be, and hereby are, re- || : paishinie. t 
mitted, and if actually collected, refunded by the Commis- that payment should be made in advance in all 


be located, or in violation thereof. ' || sioner of Internal Revenue, under such regulations as be || Ca8es. The land officers of Oregon and the land 
The firstamend ment reported by the Committee |, may prescribe. officers of California, or any other officers or any 
on Finance was in section.two, line four, after the The amendment was agreed to. private individuals, as the law stands, can now 


word ‘supply’ to strike out the word ‘‘to.”’ | send forthe stampsif they want them and purchase 


The smagoeinayt Se ngrved to... _ || strike eut sectipn seven, in the following words: | (hem at the Treastry Department. Anybady cau 
The next amendment of the committee was in Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That hotels, inns, or she ‘Goaenl nf tha ‘Trees i! Mena an 
section three, line one, after the word ‘‘ that’’ to || taverns, and eating-houses, having taken out tlre license pighbaredhixagceniey! f) Soe 4 See 
strike out the following words:. || provided therefor, shall not be required to pay any other || Stamps to any person, unless on being paid for 
Any stamp appropriated to denote the duty charged on license for the sale of any article customarily furnished by || them at the Treasurv Department. This is an 


any particular instrument, and bearing the naine ot such hotels, inns, or taverns, and eating-houses, and not probib- || exemption in favor of California and Oregon, that 


; ; 7 || ited by the laws of any State or Territory where the same . . : 

instrument on the face thereof, which may have been used, | had be ton ohana’ BY ee hee wat particular persons, owing to the particular po- 
, : : 7 may be located, or in viviation thereof. > 

or which shall hereafter be used, for denoting any other duty : 


; sition of affairs there, they may be seit. It will 
of the same amount, shall be deemed and taken to be good The amendment was agreed to. : y y Ber 
and valid, any existing law to the contrary notwithstanding | not do to send them to everybody, land officers 

abe pe The PRESIDING OFFICER. That com- || and everybody else, without security. We are 

And to insert in lieu thereof: pletes the amendments proposed by the Commit- || already by this bill, as I have stated, extending 

No instrument, document, writing, or paper of any de- || tee on Finance. The bill is still before the Sen- | a privilege to California and Oregon that has not 
scription, requiged by law to be stainped, shall be deemed || ate as in Committee of the Whole, and open to || been extended to any other part of the country. 
or held invalid and of no effect for the want of the particu- | es : ° . 
lar kind or description of stamp designated for and denot- amendment. faint _ | _ [ will state, moreover, for the satisfaction of the 
ing the duty charged on any such instrument, document, Mr. HARRIS. 1 desire to inquire of the chair- | Senator, that this is a bill which is merely gotten 
writing, or paper, provided a legal stamp, or stamps, de- | man of the Committee on Finance whatis the pro- | up in a hurry to answer a special purpose, and 
ood ee nen amount shall have been dulyafixed || vision which is to be repealed by the last clause || this provision is put into the bill in order that it 

Th ; of the fifth section of this bill. I observe that || may go out by the next steamer. It is designed, 

e amendment was agreed to. |; some section of the former bill is repealed, and I || however, to introduce a bill making many sees 

The next amendment of the committee was in || have not had access to that bill to ascertain what | ments which are necessary in the internal revenue 

section four, line one, after the word “all”? to in- I it is. law, and in that bill it is tn contemplation to pre- 
. 9 fe . - «| 3 . ee » Pees i 

sert the word “‘official,”’ and in line two to strike) Mr. FESSENDEN. It relates to a provision || vide that certain officers, taking all the collectors, 

out the words “subject to duty,”’ and to insert the | inserted in the tariff bill amendatory of the tax || if you please, in the different States—I merely 

| 


The next amendment of the committee was to 


words “issued or.” '| law. We found that the stamps probably could || mention those, as possibly those who may be se- 
The amendment was agreed to. || not be furnished, or at least that it would be ad- | lected—may be furnished with stamps by the Sec- 
The next amendment of the committee was in | Vi88ble to extend the time to the Ist of January, 
section four, line four, after the word * Govern- || (°F it was supposed the people would not get fa- || cause it is found utter 
’ ’ Balt 
ment” to strike out the following words: ts 7 
Wh ‘ ; s || sidered that, as the want of a stamp would render || ‘Treasury power to take security to account for 
duty core the United States would be chargeable with the | an instrument invalid, it would produce harm to || them. That will be done probably in the course 
uly or stamp thereon, and all instruments, documents, and || e ete o 4 , ‘ : 
| put at once in force so stringent a provision; and || of a few days, and all the difficulties which now 
| 


retary of the ee without prepayment, be- 
y impracticable to carry it 
miliar with the stamp law. The committee con- || out as it stands, and to give the Secretary of the 


Papers of the executive departments of the several States, ; " 
*udject to duty, where any State would be chargeabie with || we therefore extended the time to January, and | seem to trouble the honorable Senator will be met. 
eel stamp thereon, — all we Mr. HARDING. Under that explanation, I 
» aud papers relating to the procurement of aty ‘ > 5 les Fi 2 j y 
land apd Olber banalia, Beusiaha, nnd arvenre of ene-y & Seman a on payment to the coliector of five Carmona ee ae ria aniias 
or officers, soldiers, and seamen, or their legal representa- || GOH@rs. Vow, we have extended the time; that Ir. wG. ask the attention 0 the Senate 
a who have been or may be in the service of the United || is to say, we have provided by this bill that no to an amendment proposed by the Committee on 
meats | instrument signed prior to the Ist of Mareh—ex- | Finance to secgion four of the House bill, which 
tending the time that fur—shall be invalid, and | so operates as to leave the law requiring stamps 
| have repealed the ecction fixing the Istof January || to be placed upon instruments, checks, or papers 
\ as the day. i 


allowed instruments executed in the mean time to 


So that the section will read: 


Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, That all official instrn- 
ments, documents, and papers, issued or used by the offi- 


which are to be paid by the United States or by 
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the States. In reference to that subject, 1 think 
the provision adopted in the House of Represent- 
ativesa verygoodone. ‘Taxing the United States, 
and putting us to the expense and trouble of pay- 
ing the money into the ‘Treasury, and of course 
having to pay the cost of collection, would be a 
losing business on the part of the United States. 
We should only receive out of the Treasury of 
the United States a part of the tax that we levied 
upon it, and the residue would go to the officers, 
and for paying the expense of preparing the 
stamps; 8o that, as far as regards taxing what is 
chargeable to the United States, it seems to me 
to be without any good reason whatever. The 
Government has not been in the habit of doing 
that; and questions have been suggested to me in 
reference to this matter heretofore, independent 
of this bill, as to the right, and certainly as to the 
fiiness, of this Government to tax the States. We 
do not generally impose taxes upon the States. 
State property, as well as United States property, 
is and may very well be exempted. | understand 
that grave doubts exist in the Department as ta 
the construction of the law as originally passed; 
whether it may not properly be aamnant as ap- 
plying only to individuals and corporations, and 
not either to the States or to the Federal Govern- 
ment. The intention, as | suppose, the object 
and purpose, at any rate the result of the amend- 
ment made by the Heuse of Representatives, is 
to relieve this question of all doubt, and to im- 
pose the tax simply upon individuals and corpo- 
rations, and not attempt to impose it either upon | 
the United States or upon the States. | therefore 
ask for a separate vote on ihe amendment pre- | 
posed by the committee to the fourth section. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The amendments have 
all been adopted in the Senate. 

Mr. KING. The bill is still open to amend- 


ment, | suppose. | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is open 
to amendment; but the amendments made as in 
Committee of the Whole have been agreed to in 
the Senate. 

Mr. KING. I suppose it would be in order to 
strike out section four, which, | believe, relates 
exclusively to this subject. I see nothing else in 
the section. I will read the seetion: 


Sec. 4. .4nd be it further enacted, That all official in- 
struments, documents, and papers, subject to duty, issued 





Mr. FESSENDEN. What difference does it 
make? 

Mr. KING. 
but I think that would be the best way. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senate can do just 
as it pleases about it. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The paren ison 


| reconsidering the vote by which the fourth section 


or used by the officers of the United States Government, | 
where the United States would be chargeable with the duty | 


or stamp thereon; and all instruments, documents, and 
papers of the executive departments of the several States, 
subject to duty, where any State would be chargeable with 
the duty or stamp thereon; and also all instruments, doc- 
uments, and papers relating to the pgocurement of bounty 
land, and other bounties, pensions, and arrears of pay by 
or for officers, soldiers, and seamen, or their legal repre- 
sentatives, who have been, or may be, in the service of 


the United States, shall be, and hereby arc, exempt from | 


duty. 


Now, Mr. President, I would be willing to ex- 
empt the applications of our wounded soldiers, 
pensioners, &c., from this stampduty. They have 
been in the service of the United States, and the 
greatest facilities should be extended to them to 
obtain the remuneration which the Government 
has promised them for the sufferings which they 
have endured in the support of their country. I, 
therefore, would be willing todo that. The other 
matter is one in which we collect the money from 
ourselves at a certain expense and trouble, and 
only receive into the Treasury the residue beyond 
the experse of collecting the money and prepar- 
ing the stamps. It is entirely inconsistent with 
usage and custom to tax the States in this way, 
and | doubt very much the fitness or propriety of 
doing it; and, indeed, questions have been pre- 
sented of the constitutionality of « tax upon the 
States in this matter. 1 think it would be wiser 
and better to leave the billas it stood when itcame 
from the House of Representatives. I trust, there- 
fore, that by common consent this section may 
be amended, or, at least, that the question may 
be again taken by the Senate. I will move to 
reconsider the vote by which that section was 
amended, with a view to take the question on these 
two prepositions separately. I trust the Senator 
from Maine will assent to that, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The question may as well 
be settled on a motion to reconsider, 

Mr. KING. fF wish to have it reconsidered. 


erally done. L was called out at the moment this 
section was passed upon, 


| ns | 
It is the usus! way; and by courtesy it is gen- | 


was amended. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr. KING. I now ask for a separate vote on 
the two propositions. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
before the Senate is on concurring in the amend- 
ment made as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. KING. That is the vote just reconsidered, 


| | understand. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


It is still pending 
before the Senate, nevertheless. 


Mr. KING. Certainly; but itis open toamend- || 


ment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis. 

Mr. KING..1 would be willing that the ques- 
tion should be taken upon that proposition by a 


division, which would bring us to the same result || 


_ as that to which we should arrive by a motion to 
} amend the amendment of the Committee on Fi- 


nance, who have moved to strike outcertain words 


| from the bill of the House of Representatives. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question be- | 


fore the Senate is on agreeing to the amendment 
reported by the committee. 


Mr. KING. So Ll understand. Then the only | 
| mode in which that can be amended is by a mo- 


tion to amend the amendment; and I therefore 


| move to strike out from the amendment as report- 


ed the words ‘* subject to duty,’’ and the words 
‘* where the United States would be chargeable 
with the duty or stamp thereon, and all instru- 
ments, documents, and papers of the executive 
departments of the several States subject to duty, 
where any State would be chargeable with the 


| duty or stamp thereon.”’ 


The striking outof those Words from the amend- 


| ment proposed by the Finance Committee, and 
| agreed to by the Committee of the Whole, would 


relieve the bill of that provision which taxes either 
the United States or the States; and I wish Sen- 


| ators would consider this question in the light in 


which I regard it, as having a good deal more im- 


»ortance than the mere amount to be charged. | 


“he comptroller of the State of New York has 


| communicated with the Commissioner of Internal 


| Revenue upon this subject. 


These are matters 
which probably there is no impropriety in speak- 
ing about; and, in my statement to the Senate, I 
speak of them because they are public matters. It 
is a fact thata difference of opinion existed in our 
State as to the construction of the law, one of the 
State officers holding that the law in its terms did 
require a stamp upon a check drawn upon the 
funds of the State fora payment to be made by the 
State, thus taxing the State on its disbursements of 
its own funds, and others holding that the law did 
not require a stamp in such acase. Thus a ques- 


tion grew up about the allowance of an account; | 


and the matter has been-referred to the Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue here, and is now with 
the Solicitor in the law department of the Treas- 
ury, with a view to decide upon the construction 
of the law. J am informed that there is an incli- 
nation of opinion there—nothing decisive—togive 


to the law as it stood a construction which woald | 


not make the State liable to this tax, on the ground 
that it was neither good policy nor the course of 
practice for this Government either to tax itself or 
the State governments. I had a little conversa- 
tion with the chairman of the Finance Committee 
about it, and he told me there was some difference 
of opinion in the committee in regard to it, and it 
is for that reason that I ask the attention of the 
Senate to this subject. 

It is questionable whether this action of the Sen- 
ate is anything more than giving a construction to 
the law, but it isexceedingly undesirable that this 
Government in the collection of its taxes should 
come in contact with opinions of a constitutional 
character, as to its rights and powers, entertained 
by the State authorities of any State. The comp- 
troller ofour State, in communications to me which 
I have laid before the Department, is very decided 
and positive in his opinion on this point, and, as I 
said before, the Commissioner informed me that 
he thought there was great weight in it, but he 


— 


It does not make any difference; 
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considered ita question which should have the ma- 
ture consideration of the law officer of the Treasur 

Department before it was decided. I trust, there. 

fore, that no action will be taken here which wil] 

be inconsistent with that, or which will leave the 
question in such a condition that the tax may be 
required from the State. I think, if there were no 
| doubt whatever about the power, it would not be 
|| expedient for this Government to tax either itself 
| or the State governments. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator does not 
seem to comprehend exactly the condition of the 
section. He will notice that the words ** subjecy 
to duty”’ have been already struck out, and the 
word ** official’’ has been inserted before * instry- 
|| ments,’’ and the amendment which he wishes to 
/reach does not begin until we get down to the 
| word ** Government,’’ in the fourth line, and then 
| it strikes out all down to the word * shall,”’ in the 
thirteenth line; so that the section, as amended 
reads thus: 

That all official instruments, documents, and papers 
issued or used by the officers of the United States Govery- 
ment shall be, and hereby are, exempt from duty. 

The Senator does not want to meddle with that 
|| provision as it stands, because it is in perfect con- 
sistency with his argument. It is very evident 
that this provision ought to be made, for the sim- 
| ple reason that otherwise the United States Goy- 
ernment is just taking out of one pocket and put- 
ting into another; it is taxing its instruments, 
paying the tax inorder to put stamps on its papers, 
and is thus receiving money from itself, which 
amounts to just nothing. The provision as it is, 
| therefore, is all right, and should not be touched. 
With regard to the other question which the 
|| Senator raises, the committee had very consider- 
|| able discussion; and they came to the conclusion 
|| deliberately that it was best to strike out those 
| two clauses. As to the constitutional objection, 
|| that is an idea which I should hardly have thought 
| the learned and ingenious comptroller of the State 
|| of New York, whoever he may be, would have 
_ had ingenuity enough to raise. He might justas 

well say, however, thata revenue tax upon paper 
| which must be used in the State department, or in 
| the other departments of the great State of New 
‘|| York, was unconstitutional, because the State 

was obliged to use paper, and therefore in tax- 
| ing paper we were taxing the State! We make 
|, our laws general, to apply to everything that is 
|| used, and so it is with an internal duty put ona 
|| certain kind of transaction. I apprehend there 
| never will be any very serious constitutional ques- 
| tion arising on this point, and that there is no 
| great danger of a collision with the State of New 
| 
| 
| 


| 


York on this particular subject. I should appeal 
| to my friend, the other Senator from New York, 
[Mr. Harris,] if there is really any doubt, as he 
isa member of the Judiciary Committee, whether 
he ever thought there was a constitutional diffi- 
| culty in the way? 
|| Then the question is one of expediency merely, 
|, and the committee came to the conclusion, after 
| some discussion, that it was unwise to begin to 
make exemptions; that we should only get our- 
| selves into difficulty by doing so. ‘There would 
be petitions from one place and another place, from 
one set of men and another set of men, to be ex- 
empted from the application of the law. Requir- 
ing payment for stamps is only another form of 
taxing the people. The officers of the State of 
New York, and of every other State, if they issue 
official documents which ought to be stamped, 
will buy their stamps like anybody else, and pay 
for them; and that money will be paid eventually 
| by the people of the State of New York, and by 
the people of all the other States in the same way. 
It is merely a question whether it is worth while 
for the Government, wanting money as much as 
it does, to begin to make so very large an exemp- 
tion; to begin a system of exemption which may 
‘| give us a great deal of trouble. Itis thought best 
that we adhere strictly and strongly to the reve- 
| nue bill as it was finally passed by Congress after 
|| great consideration, and not attempt to interfere 
| with it unless in a case that is perfectly palpable, 
or unless experience shows that it is injurious 1! 
Its operation. 
| The Senator proposes, also, to exempt from the 
|| Stamp duty all papers relative to applications tur 


| pensions, bounties, bounty lands, and pay of ofli- 

















cers and soldiers sailors in the service of the 
United States. The committee considered that 
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matter, and eame to the conclusion that this ex- |, 


emption ought not to be made. I suppose there 
are no set of men who are comparatively so well 
paid for their services as those connected with the 
Army and Navy. We have been extremely lib- 
eral in allowing bounties. Soldiers get large boun- 
ties from their towns for enlisting; we give them 
say and bounty, and pensions if they are a 
‘he committee could not see any reason for ex- 
empting them from paying the small tax which | 
is imposed by the use of stamps upon certain pa- 
ers, aud which their fellow-citizens have to pay. 
Te will open the door to exemptions that may 
grow toa very inconvenient extent, The com- | 
mittee came to this conclusion deliberately, after | 
considering the subject, and | hope the amend- 
ments will be suffered to stand as they have been 
made, in this section. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, I am aware of the 
tenacity with which the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Finance adheres to every measure which he 
has presented. itis proper and fit that he should 
do so. I can assure him that, in my opinion, 
there is no apprehension ofa collision between this 
Government and the State of New York, or its 
authorities, upon any of these questions in rela- 
tion to any exactions that shall be made from her. 
This exaction would be made from her in com- | 
mon with all the other States of the Union. The 
provision must be uniform in its effect. 1 have 
merely alluded to a suggestion from the financial 
officer of the State of New York of a question of 
authority and of right in reference to this matter, | 
While the people of that State are willing and de- 
sire to pay all that by the law they are required 
to pay, and are not going to have any disturbance 
or difficulty if they are charged with what they 
consider they are not required by law to pay or | 
ought properly to pay, yet a respectful suggestion | 
of their views upon the subject is entitled to con- 
sideration. 
favorable consideration at the Department; and | | 
have no doubt that if Congress were to refrain 
from all action in regard to it, the reply would go 
to that State, not for that State alone but for ail 
the States, that their official papers are not con- 
sidered liable to the previsions of the existing law 
relative to stamps. The House of Representa- 
tives, however, have deemed it proper to amend 
the law in this respect, and hiove it from all 
question or doubt; and they have declared that the 
tax shall not be paid on instruments used by the 
United States ind by the States. I am very happy 
to find that the Senator agrees, at least, that the 
original law does require some amendment, and 
that he admits that there is no propriety in tax- 
ing papers the charge for which would come out | 
of the Treasury of the United States. It is clear 
and obvious that a charge of that sort would not 
be desirable to be made. So, in the States, there 
are school funds and revenue funds, from which 
the State officers draw money, and they have never 
been taxed heretofore under any circumstances, 
and I see no reason for doing it now. It would 
be, in my judgment, but courteous to the States 
to refrain from any attempt at taxing them in this 





way, 

The amendment which I now propose does not | 
extend to the exemption of applicants for pensions | 
and bounties and arrears of pay, but I limit the 
proposition to amend to the case of papers on 
which the States may be called on to pay the tax, 
and | hope the Senate will agree to retain the pro- 
vision of the House bill to that extent. I hope 
the Senate will retain the words ** where the United 
States would be chargeable with the duty or stamp | 
thereon,’’ and the words which follow down to | 
“thereon” in the eighth line, which will simply 
relieve the bill from the assumption of the power 
to tax either the Federal Government or the State 
governments in their corporate capacity. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The words “ where the 
United States would be chargeable with the duty | 
orstamp thereon’’ have already been struck out, 





use they are mere surplusage; and they were || 


struck out at the suggestion of the Secretary of 
the Treasury himself, The section now reads * all 
official instruments, doeuments, and papers issued 
or used by the officers of the United States Gov- 
ernment shall be, and hereby are, exempt from 
duty.” What the Senator wants is to retain the 
words “and all instruments, documents, and 
Rt _ executive departments of the several 


I believe it has received a kind and || 


j 


|| proposed by the Senator from New York will be 


| the only object is to give this a shape which shall 


| thereon,’’ have been struck out. 
| words to be retained. My motion is to retain these 


| line, and so to amend the amendment of the com- 
| mittee, 


| so much of the amendment made as in Commit- 
| tee of the Whole as strikes out the following | 


ject to duty,”’ and inserted the word “ official.”’ 


| amendmentwhich | proposed before would equally 
| accomplish it. 


Mr. KING. The form of words which will 
accomplish my purpose is immaterial to me. ‘The 
original amendment struck out the words ** sub- 


Either form I am willing to accept at the sugges- | 
tion of the Senator from Maine; and I propose | 
to retain the words, ‘‘ and all instruments, docu- 
ments, and papers of the executive departments 
of the several States, subject to duty, where any 
State would bechargeable with the duty orstamp."’ | 
Those words will accomplish the purpose. The 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 


read. 
The Secretary. 
following words 
Mr. KING. They were struck out by the com- 
mittee. My amendment is to insert. I ask the at- 
tention of the chairman of the committee, because 


In section four, strike out the 





be correct. After the word ** Government’’ in the 
fourth line, the words “and all instruments, docu- 
ments, and papers of the executive departments 
of the several States, subject to duty, where any 
State would be chargeable with the duty or stamp 
I wish these 


words after the word ‘*Government’’ in the fourth 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The proposed 
amendment will be read. 


The Secretary. Itis proposed to disagree to 


words, ‘‘where the United States would be charge- 
able’* 
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as these, to free ourselves from any question of 
doubt or difficulty by inserting a specific provision 


| Settling this point?) The provision which I desire 


to retain in this bill was inserted in the House of 
Representatives, | believe, without any great dif- 
ference of opinion. Ido not know what differ- 
ences of opinion there were in that House; but, 


| atany rate, they have deemed it proper to declare 


|| of Kansas, Latham, Morrill, Nesmith, 





Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator does not want 
those keptin. They have nothing to do with it. | 
They are mere surplusage. He proposes to dis- | 
agree to so much as strikes out these words, ** and 


| all instruments, documents, and papers of the ex- 
| ecutive departments of the several States, subject | 








|| toduty, where any State would be chargeable with 


|| the dut 
Mr. KING. I want to retain those words. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator then pro- 


that the States shall not be taxed in this way. I 
was not aware that this provision was pending, 
until, calling at the Department, | was informed 


| there that the law was to be amended, and learned, 


upon looking at the bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, that the House had so amended the 


| law as to relieve it of all doubt in this respect. 


It comes to us here inthat way. There is no use 
in making a long argument on this subject to the 
Senate. The question is presented to them, and 


| fully understood by every member of the Senate, 
| and it is simply a question whether we shall ex- 


ercise this power without reference to constitu- 


| tional doubts and without reference to good pol- 


icy. lask, therefore, that the Senate may vote 
upon it, on their judgment of what is best in the 


|; Case, 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 13, nays 29; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Browning, Chandler, Dixon, Doolittle, 
Harris, Howard, Howe, Kiag, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkin- 


| son, Wilmot, and Wilson of Missouri—13. 


NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Arnold, Carlile, Clark, Colla 
mer, Cowan, Davis, Fessenden, Field, Foster, Grimes, 
Hale, Harding, Harlan, Henderson, Lane of Indiana, Lane 
Pomeroy, Powell, 
Rice, Shennan, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Willey, Wilson of 
Massachusetts, and Wright—29. 


So the amendment of Mr. Kine was rejected. 


Mr. KING. I was aware of the respect which 


|| is due this committee of the Senate, and which [ 


entertain for it myself; but I have felt it my duty to 
offer these amendments, and 1 shall now offer the 
other part of the proposition, on which I shall not 
call for a division; but | deemed it due, under the 


| circumstances, to ask for a division on my pre- 


poseseto disagree to so much of the amendment | 


as strikes out these words—that is all. 

TheSecrerary. If the section be amended as 
now proposed, it will read as follows: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all official in- 
struments, documents, and papers issued or used by the 
officers of the United States Government, and all instru- 
ments, documents, and papers of the executive departments 
of the several States, subject to duty, where any State would 
be chargeable with the duty or stamp thereon, shall be and 
hereby are exempt from duty. 

Mr. KING. That is it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT put the question on 
Mr. Kixe’s amendment, and declared that the 
noes appeared to prevail. 

Mr. KING. I hardly think that is the delib- 
erate judgment of the Senate, and I therefore ask 
for a division. Very few voted. 


or stamp thereon.”’ | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The question being put, there were, on a divis- || 


ion—ayes, seven. 

Mr. KING. I hope the Senate will indulge 
me with the yeas and nays upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, the Senator from 
Maine seems to consider this a very trifling mat- 
ter; Ldo not. I do not consider that the amount 


| of money to be collected by this tax is of so much 


importance as the body upon which it is to be 
levied is of importance. 


| exists without desiring to be very exacting as to the 


‘ 


| 


| 





legal authority with which things are demanded; 
but I say to Senators in respect to this question, 
that gentlemen of great legal knowledge deny your 
power thus to tax the States, and, ae | said before, 
the officer who presides over this department of 
the Government rather entertains that opinion, 
though he has not deliberately examined it, and 
has properly referred it to the Solicitor of the 
Treasury. When it is decided, it will be decided 
with a full and thorough knowledge of the ques- 
tion’, upon the right to tax the States, as well as 
the fitness of doing it, and the construction of the 
law as it stands. 

Now, ia it not right, under sach circumstances 


e have gone along in || 
|| all this matter with great good will, and a dispo- || 
| sition to deal with the condition of things that 


| stand how this question stands. 


vious motion, so that I might record myself on 


| that question, I now move to disagree to so much 


of the amendment of the committee as strikes out 
these words; 

And also all instruments, documents, and papers relat- 
ing to the procurement of bounty land and other bounties, 
pensions, and arrears of pay, by or for officers, soldiers, ani 
seamen, or their legal representatives, who have been or 
may be in the service of the United States. 


It is simply to relieve from the tax the appli- 
cations which persons of these classes may make 


| to the Government for what they deem to be due 


them. I shall ask for no division on it, but by 


making the motion I record my sentiments. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I do not precisely under- 


Does the com- 
mittee report against the proposition which the 
Senator from New York has read? 

Mr. KING. They tax them. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The report of the commit- 
tee taxes a used in the procurement of boun- 
ties and back pay? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
by a stamp. 
stamp. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
ator from New York. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 


They are taxed already 
We do notexempt them from the 


I shall vote with the Sen- 


I will simply say that 


| this matter was very thoroughly discussed, and 
| decided by the committee, and decided—on the 


ground I have stated—that it was very unwise, on 
account of thistrifling tax on aclass who are better 


|| paid, perhaps, than anybody else, to break in upon 


| to pay pensions. v 
| not adopt the proposition of the Senator from New 


the tax law, and begin this system of exemptions. 
I know it is popular, exceedingly so, to talk a 
great deal about the soldiers, and to propose to 


| exempt them from burdens; but these petitions 
| come from pension agents; and the fact is, that 


they, having a fixed sum to receive, five dollars, 
I believe, do not like to putona stamp. If we 


| begin to break in upon the system that we have 


adopted to raise money to support the Govern- 
ment, I desire to know how we are to have money 
I really trust the Senate will 


York. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I havea representation on 
this subject from a pension agent who collects all 
the pensions and bounties and back pay for our 
Rhode Island soldiers, and does not charge them 
one cent for his services 
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Mr. FESSENDEN. 
Mr. ANTHONY. 
twenty-five cents, but it is « dollar for a power of 

attorney. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 

Mr. ANTHONY. One dollar is charged. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ido not know what is 
charged; but | understand that ten cents is the 
stamp duly. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Is the tax on a power of 
attorney only ten cents? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think that is it. 
Senator can see by looking at the law. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Itisrepresented to me that 
itisa dollar, and that there are other taxes which 
amount to much more. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is, 1 am inclined 
to think, no tax on a power of attorney. We 
looked that up, and found that there is no tax 
upon it. 

Mr. KING. The Senator from Maine speaks 
of breaking in upon the law. This is not a break- 
ing in on the law by the whim of an individual 
Senator or member. ‘This provision comes to us 
adopted by the House of Representatives, and the 
breaking in upon itis by the Senate committee. 
‘The committee disagree to the House provision, 
which, in my judgment, being proper, I am dis- 
posed to adhere to it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. One word in reply. I do 
not want to lengthen the discussion. The Sen- 
ator is very ingenious. According to his doctrine, 
we cannot disagree to that which comes to us from 
the other House. If anything comes from them, 
we shall be breaking in on the law if we do not 
agree to it. We all know how bills pass that 
House, owing to the peculiar constitution of the 
body. This question was discussed at length, 
and maturely and thoroughly considered, in our 
committee, and a majority of the committec came 
to the conclusion that it was not advisable to in- 
terfere with the law in this respect. I hope the 
Senate will sustain the committee in this conclu- 
Bion. 

Mr. KING. If the Senator had presented his 
objections to thts bill, relying upon the merits of 
the auestion, | should not have made the remark 
I did; but the objection he makes to it is that itis 
breaking in upon the bill. That was an outside 


It isnot so generally. 


Ten cents, I believe. 





And the stamp. tax is not | 


The | 


remark of his; and I thought it very fair to say | 


that this was a proposition from the House of Rep- 
resentatives instead of a disposition here to break 
in upon it, so that even that outside remark was 
not entirely applicable. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, I do not know what the 
Senator’s ears are made of; but I stated atlength, 
though at not very great length, my own views 
and the grounds which were assumed as the reason 


why we should not exempt this class of men, on | 


the merits of the question itself, The Senator says 
IT said nothing about the merits. If he did not 
hear or did not comprehend what I said, it is not 
my fauit. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on | 


the amendment of the Senator from New York. 
The amendment was rejected—ayes ten, noes 
not counted. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
recurs on concurring in the amendment adopted 
by the Senate as in Committee of the Whole to 
the fourth section of the bill. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. WILMOT. 


As I understand, the com- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the remark | just now made. The tax on powers | 
of attorney escaped my attention; we overlooked | 


itin committee. I said there was no tax on a power 
of attorney. ‘There is a tax on a power of attor- 
er | of one dollar. 
Mr. ANTHONY. So I thought. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I am perfectly willing 
that the Senate should act upon that knowledge, 


/and not be misled by the statement which I made. 
Here is the provision on that point: 


“Power of attorney to receive or collect rent, twenty-five | 


cents. 

‘Power of attorney to sell and convey real estate, or to 
rent or lease the same, or to perform any and all other acts 
not hereinbefore specified, one dollar.” 


Mr. ANTHONY. [think the Senator himself 
will agree that that is too large a tax in these 
cases. 


Mr. FESSENDEN, I think ihe best way to meet | 


that question will be to wait for the other bill to 
which I have alluded, making amendments to the 
tax bill. 


bill comes up. I think one dollar is too much. 


It should not be applied to such papers as these. | 


I agree with the Senator from Rhode Island, and 
we shall have it attended to in the general amend- 
ments. 


Mr. WILMOT. 


out. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


Pennsylvania moves to reconsider the vote by 


which the Senate agreed to the report of the com- | 


miitee striking out the seventh section. 
Mr. WILMOT. It may be, sir, that I misap- 


prehend the meaning of the law; [suppose | must, | 


from the fact that the chairman of the Committee 


on Finance and the committee themselves have | 


reported that this section should be struck out; 
and yet upon the reading of the law I supposed 


| that the Commissioner had made a mistake, a pal- 


pable one,in the construction he gave. 
are classified, Those renting for $10,000 pay a 


license tax of $200; those renting for $5,000, $100; | 


and so they are divided into eight separate classes. 


Those paying a rental of less than $100, pay a tax | 
of $5. There is reason in this; there is propriety || 
A tavern doing an im- | 
mense business is taxed in proportion to {ts busi- | 


and understanding in it. 


ness and its capacity to carry on business. In 
addition to this tax placed upon taverns, there is 
a tax put upon retail dealers of liquors, and the 


| construction of the Revenne Commissioner is that 


iavern-keepers are retail dealers within the mean- | 
I supposed they were not; for | 

there is this in the first place, that the license upon | 
| retail dealers is uniform—twenty dollars foreach | 


ing of the law. 


man; the same license is imposed upon the hotel 
doing a business to the amount of one or two hun- 
dred thousand dollars a year that is imposed on 


| the tavern doing a business of $200 a year; and 


mittee of the Senate have reported in favor of strik- | 


ing out the seventh section of the bill. Now, sir, 
I supposed that the construction designed to be 
set aside by that section was a plain case of mis- 
apprebension on the part of the Revenue Commis- 
sioner as to the intention of the original law. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question has 


been put and the amendment has been agreed to, | 


striking out the section, . 
Mr. WILMOT. I desire the section to stand. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The committee 
reported to strike the section out. 


concurred in that report. 
of the bill now. 

Mr. WILMOT. Very well, sir; I can move 
to reconsider. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If the Senator will be 
kind enough to excuse me one moment, I wish to 


it is therefore no part 


That question | 
has beer put to the Senate, and the Senate have | 


there are many such in thecountry. In the part 
of the country where I live, there are very many 
such, 

Again, it will be seen by reference to the section 


| of the law imposing a tax upon retail dealers, that 
| there is a provision which | suppose made it clear 


| $29 for each license. 


that it did not apply to tavern-keepers. This is 
the clause: 

“Retail dealers in liquors, including distilled spirits, fer- 
mented liquors, and wines of every description, shall pay 
Every person who shat! sell, or offer 


| for sale, such liquors in Jess quantities than three gallons at 
| one time to the same purchaser, shall be regarded as a re- 


| included, as it seems to me. 


tail dealer in liquors under this act.?’ 


That would seem to cover all tavern-keepers, 
I grant; but the clause goes on: 

“But this shall not authorize any spirits, liquors, wines, 
or malt liquors to be drank on the premises.”’ 

Clearly indicating that in the section of the law 
which imposed a license tax upon retail dealers 
of liquors, tavern-keepers were not designed to be 
Now, what is the 
effect of this? The effect of it is absolutely to close 
and strut off a large portion of the smaller taverns 
through the country, and no revenue is derived 
from it whatever. in my own State, the smaller 
taverns distributed and scattered over the coun- 


try, doing a business which hardly enables them | 
to keep going, are called on to pay a license of ten | 


dollars; and, besides that, = impose a tax of five 
doliars upon them under the eighth class. Then, 
in addition to that, you im a license tax of 


say that J do not want the Sepate to be misled by |! twenty dollare upon them, making in all thirty- 








Then we can fix the tax on powers of | 
| attorney, and | will have it attended to when that | 


I move to reconsider the vote | 
by which the seventh section of the bill was struck 


Taverns | 


December 17. 
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five dollars. The effect of this, beyond contro- 
versy, must be to close upa large number of tay. 
erns scattered through the country. 1 did not 
suppose such was the intention. l believe the 
revenue would derive benefit and advantage by the 
|| passage of this seventh section of this bill, and at 
the same time the spirit of the original enactmen: 
would be preserved. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, severg| 
|| members of the House of Representatives spok. 

to me after the bill was passed there, and told me 
that this section had eseaped their notice, and that 
they hoped the matter would be carefully consid. 
| ered in the committee of the Senate. I received 
several letters from different parts of the country 
protesting against this proposed alteration, sayine 
that it would involve us in infinite confusion 
and do a great deal of damage; and | received, 
also, a letter from the Commissioner of Interne| 
Revenue substantially to the same effect. The 
fact is, these duties have generally been paid al 
through the country, and paid without any pro- 
test or any trouble of consequence, and many who 
have not yet paid have applied for license. That 
is the information | get from the collectors them- 
selves by letters, and from those who have called 
| upon me personally, as a committee from the city 
| of New York-did, in reference to this matter. 
What will be the consequence of this section? 
You charge a considerable sum as a license tax 
for a first-class tavern. The Senator says the effect 
of putting twenty dollars charge on for retailing 
liquor will be to shut up a great many taverns. | 
should like to know if that is the state of tavern 
| keeping in Pennsylvania, that a fine or tax of 
| twenty dollars will shut them up. If that is the 
| class of them, the sooner they are closed the bet- 
| ter for the public, as anybody must see. A tavern 
is not necessarily a drinking shop, although liquor 
is sold in many parts of the country in cunnec- 
|| tion with the business of keeping a public house. 
Mr. WILMOT. [tis universally so with us. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Suppose itis universally 
| soin Pennsylvania; if the public house is one that 
| ought to be keptas a public house, a tax of twenty 
dollars for the privilege of retailing liquor can cer- 
tainly not be very onerous or affect the house to 
any very considerable extent. [ think that must 
| be obvious to everybody. But what will be the 
consequence? The gentlemen who have spoken 
| to me with reference to this matter say that if 
you take off this tax of twenty dollars, the con- 
sequence will be that, while you charge the regu- 
lar retail dealer in liquors twenty dollars, a man 
who wants to sell liqaor will take out a license 
for a little eating-shop, and then under that, as he 
may by this proposed amendment, he will sell 
liquor, and the taverns may then sell liquor, and 
retail it to be carried away; and the result will be 
exceedingly injurious to the community. Thatis 
precisely the effect. The object is undoubtedly 
for everybody who wants to sell liquor, and does 
not want to pay the twenty dollars, to take outa 
license for a little shop called an eating-house, 
and under that, as he may by the phraseology of 
this section, sell liquor ad libitum. Now, that will 
notdo. [tis neither consistent with the morals 
of the community nor with the interests of the 
country in regard to revenue, and the Committee 
on Finance were unanimous in their opinion that 
the section ought to be struck out. 

Mr. WILMOT. Mr. President, the experience 
and knowledge of the gentleman differ from my 
own. I cannot understand the propriety of im- 
posing the same tax or license duty on a hotel 
like the Continental at Philadelphia, or the Fifth 
Avenue at New York, that you would impose on 
a tavern situated in the country on a cross road, 
where some accommodation is absolutely neces- 
sary, where really they do not do a business of 
$200 a year. I know many such in my county, 
where the public interest is subservedl by the ex- 
istence of atavern. Persons call there occasiod- 
ally, and they are necessary. Now, sir, as to the 
morals of the community, I did not suppose that 
the tax bill was intended to mend the morals of 
| the community; the object was to raise revenue 
for the Government. We leave these taverns pre- 
cisely where they were. There is no increase of 
them because this is struck out. They stand ex- 
actly where they stood before, under the laws of the 
States. They are compelled to take out a license 
from the courts in my State, and a charge is made 
varying from ten to fifty dollars. The effect o! 
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this double tax on the part of the United States 
will be, beyond all question, to shut up a very 
large class of taverns that are not corrupting the 


patie morals any more now than they have been | 


neretofore. 


I trust that the section will be per- || 


. ' 
mitted to stand as it passed the House of Repre- | 


sentatives. ; , e 
The motion to reconsider was rejected. 


The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, | 


and the bill to be read a third time. It was read 


the third time, and passed. 
JUDGMENTS FOR DUTIES. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the 


amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. No. | 


581) concerning judgments in certain suits brought 
by the United States. 


‘On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, it was 


Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its disagreement 





to the amendment of the Ilouse of Representatives to the | 


amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 581) con- 


cerning judgments in certain suits brought by the United | 


States, and agree to the conference asked by the House of 


Representatives on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses | 


thereon. 2 ’ 
Ordered, That the committee of conference on the part 
of the Senate be appointed by the Vice President. 


The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Frs- 
senpen, Mr. Cottamer,and Mr. Henperson. 
ILOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill from the House of Representatives | 


(No. 611) making appropriations for the support 


| adjourn. 


| adjourned. 


of the Military Academy for the year ending the || 


30th of June, 1864, was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


DISCHARGE OF STATE PRISONERS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The hour has ar- | 


rived for the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 


362) to provide for the discharge of State pris- | 


oners and others, and to authorize the judges of 


the United States courts to take bail or recogni- | 


zances to secure the trial of the same, which is now 
before the Senate. 

Mr.POWELL. I move to strike out the third 
section of the bill. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 


| for a navy-yard, now in possession of the Senate, be printed 


read the words proposed to be stricken out, as it || 


now stands. 
The Secretary read, as follows: 


|| agreeing votes. 


Sec. 3. and be it further enacted, That it is and shall be 
lawful for the President of the United States, whenever, || 


Congress not being in session, and, in his judgment, by rea- 
son of * rebellion orinvasion, the public safety may require 


it,” to suspend, by proclamation, the privilege of the writ | 
of habeas corpus in ali cases of political offenses throughout | 


the United States, or in any part thereof, until the meeting 
of Congres8$ thereafter; and whenever and wherever the 
said writ shall be suspended as aforesaid, it shall be unlaw- 


ful for any of the judges of the several courts of the United || ~~ 7 ' 1,3 
; au || 16, 1862, and all other acts on that subject. 


States, or of any State, to allow said writ, as to such of. 
fenses, anything in this act or in any other act to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 


Mr. POWELL. Mr. President, I do not be- 


lieve that we have the right to delegate to any per- 
son the power to suspend the writ of habeas corpus. 


Under the Constitution, I hold that that isa legis- |, 


lative power, and that it cannot be delegated. 
Consequently, I think this section is in violation 
ofthe Constitution, There are other reasons why 
I think this section should not become a law. 


I j 


ONAL 


comes necessary that it should be suspended, and 
not throughout the whole country. 

It was not my purpose to discuss the question; 
I merely wished to state, in the briefest possible | 
manner, my objections to the section. 

Mr. LANE, of dndiana. Mr. President, with | 
the consent of the chairman of the Judiciary Com- | 
mittee, | move to postpone the further consid- | 


eration of this subject until Monday next, at one | 


ij 
1] 


|| o’clock. j 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CLARK. I move that the Senate do now | 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 17, 1862. 
The House met at twelveo’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srocxrton. 
The Joutnal of yesterday was read and approved. 
LEGISLATIVE JOURNALS OF WASHINGTON. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House copies || 
of the Council Journal and House Journal of the |) 
Territory of Washington; which were referred to 
the Committee on Territories. 

REPORT OF NAVAL COMMISSION, 


Mr. BURNHAM, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and referred to the Committee on 
Printing: 

Resolved, That —— copies of the report of the board of 
naval officers, appointed to examine certain proposed sites 


for the use of the House. 
JUDGMENTS IN UNITED STATES COURTS. 


Mr. STEVENS. Iask leave to have taken from 
the Speaker’s table House bill No. 581, concern- 
ing judgments in certain suits brought by the 
United States, returned from the Senate with cer- 
tain amendments. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken 
from the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move thatthe House insist || 
upon its amendment to the Senate amendment, || 
and ask a committee of conference on the dis- 


The.motion was agreed to. 
SONFISCATION ACT, ETC. 
Mr. BINGHAM, by unanimous consent, in- | 
troduced a bill toamend anactentitled **Anactto 
provide forthe collection of duties on imports, and || 
for other purposes,’’ approved July 13, 1861, and | 
anactentitled ‘*An act to confiscate property used 
for insurrectionary purposes,’’ approved August 


The bill was read. It enacts that in all cases 


wherein any ship, vessel, or other property shall 


be condemned by virtue ofa»y proceeding under 


' the acts cited, the court shall, before awarding such 


do not think that any free people should, by alaw | 
of this kind, authorize any officer of the Govern- | 


ment to suspend the writ of habeas corpus through- 
outtheentire States ofthis Union, Inmy judgment, 


when that writis suspended by the legislative de- | 


partment, who alone, as | hold, have the right to 


suspend it, they should describe the locality in | 


property, or the proceeds thereof, to the United 
States, or any informer, first provide for the pay- 
ment of any bona fide claims filed by any loyal 
citizen of the United States, or of any foreign 
State or Power at peace and amity with the Uni- 
ted States intervening in such proceeding, and 
which shall have been duly established by evi- | 
denceas a valid claim against such property under 


| the laws of the United States. 


Which it is to be suspended, and the limitation of || 


time during which it is to be suspended. That 
has been the custom in the British Parliament 


whenever they have suspended the writ of habeas | 


corpus. ‘This section allows the President, when- | 


ever Congress is not in session, to suspend this 
writ throughout the whole Union. 
& more dangerous power could be committed to 
the hands ofan Executive. It is certainly one that 


is startling to me, and [ hope that Congress never | 


I donotthink | 


will consent to delegate or to attempt to delegate | 


its power to suspend the writ of habeas corpus to | 


any power on earth. [It is a matter that they 


} 
j 


should keep within theirown reach; and ifitshould | 


be necessary to suspend the writ of habeas corpus, 

I trust they will exercise the power with circum- 

Spection, and ouly cause it to be suspended in cer- 

(a0) Sates and iu certain localities where it be- 
* 





‘ 


| to proceed to the business on the Speaker’s table, 
| and have it referred to the appropriate committees. 


i 


{ 
| and disposed of, as follows: | 


The bill was read a first and second time, re- || 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and or- 
dered to be printed. | 

BUSINESS ON THE SPEAKER'S TABLE. 

Mr. STEVENS. Iask the consent of the House | 


it 
There being no objection, it wasso ordered ; and | 
the business on the Speaker’s table was taken up || 


CONDUCT OF THE WAR. 


A message from the Senate of the United States, | 
of December 10, 1862, transmitting a resolution | 
directing (the House of Representatives concur- | 
ring) the joint committee appointed at the last ses- | 
sion of Congress to inquire into the conduct of the | 

resent war, to make a report to the Senate and | 
ouse of Representatives with all convenient | 
speed. 

The question was taken on concurring with the 
Senate, and the resolution was concurred in. 


GLOBE. _ 


| terested in the business of the court. 


| provided for. 


an 


RESERVATION AND SALE OF TOWN SITES. 


An act-(S. No. 355) for increasing the revenue 
by reservation and sale of town sites on the public 
lands—read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Publie Lands. 


CERTAIN MAPS, 


Joint resolution (S. No. 110) in relation to cer- 
tain maps—read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 


WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT. 


Anact (S. No. 407) to fix the terms of the cireunit 
court in the district of Wisconsin—read a first 
and second time. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I move that this bill be put 
upon its passage. [ understand that its operation ° 
is confined exclusively to the district of Wisconsin. 

The bill was read. It enacts that instead of the 


|| times heretofore fixed by law, the circuit court 


of the United States for the district of Wisconsin 
shall hereafter be held at Milwaukee on the first 
Monday in May, and at Madison on the first 


| Monday in October. 


The question being on ordering the bill to be 
read « third time, 


Mr. STEVENS. Ido not like to interfere in 


| this matter, but-—— 


Mr. POTTER. I desire to say that it is of the 
utmost importance that this bill should pass now. 
Judge Davis cannot attend at the term of the cir- 
cuit court in Wisconsin, if held at the time now 
specified by the law, for at that time he is obliged 
to be in attendance at the session of the Supreme 
Court here, and the result would be that the dis- 
trict judge would hold the circuit court by himself 


| —a result that would be deprecated by ninety- 


nine hundredths, if not all, of those who are in- 


I hope the 
bill will pass at once, and our people be saved from 


| such a calamity. 


Mr. STEVENS. I only wished to know 


| whether the members from Wisconsin were sat- 


isfied with this bill. 
Mr. POTTER. Yes, sir. 
Mr: STEVENS. Then I have nothing to say 
against it, 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
INVALID PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the payment of invalid and other pensions of 
the United States for the year ending 30th of June, 
1864; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 


| state of the Union. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move that the bill be made 
a special order for Monday next. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Cannot the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania propose alaterday? Why not post- 
~ it to some day in January—say the second 
Monday in January? 

Mr. STEVENS. These pensions ought to be 
tf there be any reason fora longer 
postponement, I will hear it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. My ouly reason is, that I 
desire an opportunity of examining the subject in 
general. ‘There is no deficiency, I believe, pro- 


| vided for in this bill. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. 1 hope that, unless there be 
some special reason, the bill will not be postponed. 
We certainly ought to be engaged in doing the 
business before us,and not have everything post- 
poned, ; 

Mr. STEVENS. There is some urgency for 
the passage of this bill, but I think that next Mon- 
day will be a proper time to consider it. Itisa 


| short bill. 


Mr. HOLMAN, I trust the gentleman willat 
least propose a later day. 1 move to amend the 
motion by making it next Monday week. 

Mr. STEVENS. I am afraid that we shall 
want to straggle home about that time. I think 
we had better fix it for Monday next. 

The question was taken on Mr. Houman’s 
amendment, and there were, on division—ayes 12, 
noes 70; no quorum voting. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It seems to be determined 
that there shall be no postponement of this appro- 
priation bill, I therefore withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

The question was taken on the motion to post- 
pone, and it was agreed to. 
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The question recurred on making the bill a || 

special order. cite i 
Mr. HOLMAN, I object to making itaspecial || 
order. , 1 
The SPEAKER. Under the rules, any appro- 
priation bill can be made a special order at any || 
time bya majority vote. The Clerk will read the | 
119th rule on that point. 

The rule was read, as follows: 

“General appropriation bills shall be in order in preference 
to any other bills of a public nature, unless otherwise or- 
dered by a majority of the Houge; and the House may at || 
any time, by a vote of a majority of the members present, 
inake any of the appropriation bills a special order.” 

The question was taken on making the bill a 


special order, and the motion was agreed to, | 
| 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. STEVENS, also, from the Committee of | 
Ways and Means, reported a bill to supply de- | 
ficiencies in the appropriations for the service of || 
the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1863; which was | 
read a first and second time, referred to the Com- | 
miatee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and | 
made the special order for Tuesday next. | 


CONFISCATION MESSAGE. 


The SPEAKER stated that the business next | 
in order was the following resolution, reported 
from the Committee on Printing at the last ses- 
sion, the question being on the motion to lay it | 
on the table, on which the yeas and nays had been | 
ordered: 

Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of the wressage | 
of the Presideat of the United States of this date (July 17) 


on the subject of confiscation, be printed for the use of the 
House. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 65, nays 37; as follows: 
YEAS— Messrs. Alley, Asiiley, Baker, Bingham, Buffin- 
ton, Burnham, Clark, Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, Ros- 
coe Conkling, Cravens, Cutler, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, 
Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Samuel C. Fessenden, Thomas A. D. 
Fessenden, Fisher, Franchot, Gooch, Goodwin, Haight, 
Hale, Harrison, Holman, Hooper, Hutchins, Kelley, Fran- 
cis W. Kellogg, Lansing, Lehman, Loomis, Lovejoy, Low, 
McKean, MeckKnight, McPherson, Moorhead, Anson P. 
Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Noble, Patton, Pike, Pomeroy, 
Porter, Potter, Jobn H. Rice, Ridale, Sargent, Shellabarger, 
Slean, Stevens, Stratton, Trowbridge, Van Horn, Van | 
Valkenburgh, Verree, Walker, Wallace, Albert 8. White, | 
Wilson, and Worcester—65. 1} 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnold, Babbitt, Beaman, Biddle, Jacob 
Bi. Biair, Samuel 8. Biair, William G. Brown, Calvert, | 
Chamberlain, Clements, Cox, Delano, Dunlap, Frank, | 
Granger, Hall, Harding, Leary, Mitchell, Morris, Noell, 
Norton, Perry, Timothy G. Phelps, Richardson, Robinson, 
Sheffield, Smith, Spaulding, Joun B. Steele, Stiles, Ben- | 
jamin FP. Thomas, Francis Thomas, Vallandigham, Chilton 
A. White, Wickliffe, and Yeaman—37. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 
RUFUS L. HARVEY. 


The SPEAKER stated the next business in 
order to be House bill No. 452, for the relief of 
Rufus L. Harvey, and that the pending question || 
was on the motion of the gentleman from New || 
York {Mr. Exy] to refer the bill to a Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 


|| 
1 ask to have en- } 
tered a motion to reconsider the vote by which || 
that bill has been referred to a Committee of the || 
Whole House on the Private Calendar. 
The motion was entered. } 
WILLIAM W. SNOWHOOK AND OTHERS. 
The SPEAKER stated the next business in | 
order to be the consideration of House bill No. |) 
487, for the relief of William W. Snowhook and 
others, and that the pending question was on its | 
engrossment. } 
; 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, its | 
Secretary, announced that the Senate had passed || 
the bill of the House to adjust the appropriations || 
heretofore made for the civil service of the Navy | 
Department to the present organization of that | 
Department. | 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. | 
| 


Mr. STEVENS. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and the House resolve itself into the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, || 
for the purpose of taking up the resolutions refer- || 
ring the President’s mes to the several com- || 
mittees of the House; ama ive noice that after || 
one speech has been made, I shall ask that the vote || 
be taken on them, | 

The motion was agreed to; and the House ac- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


|| order to be the consideration of the resolutions re- 


|, gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Nog.1] was enti- || 


|| throw inthe way of the Government obstacles to 
| the successful prosecution of this war, by thesame | 


| in which the country has been engaged. First, 


| southern traitors; second, by asserting before the | 


| this floor, that this is adelusion; thatitis a delu- | 


| tory of the proceedings in Conanee has totally 
exploded the idea that it would have had any 

















; ; ; i 
cordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the |, 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Kexxoee, || 
of Illinois, in the chair.) || 


The CHAIRMAN stated the first business in || 


ferring the President’s message, on which the || 
tled to the floor. {| 

Mr. STEVENS. I ask the unanimous con- || 
sent of the committee to modify the resolution 
referring so much of the President’s message as 


the reference shall be to the special committee on || 
that subject appointed at the last session of Con- 
gress, 1 

There was no objection, and it was agreed to | 
accordingly. 

Mr. NOELL. Mr. Chairman, I shall occupy || 
the hour allotted to me in the Committee of the 


! 
{| 
Whole on the state of the Union in an effort to || : ¢ 
1] ee that it was not right to agree among 


show that the present Democratic organization in 


this country, in its policy and in its practices, is || 
. | 


inconsistent with genuine Democracy, and occu- | 
pies the position of an anti-war party. 
ferson has ever been regardedas the greatlightand | 
apostle of American Democracy, if not its father. | 
When elected and inaugurated as President of the | 
United States, he delivered an inaugural address, | 
where we find the first political platform ever laid | 
down by any public man orany body of public men 
in this Republic. I shall quote from that platform, 
so far as it is applicable to the existing condition 
of things, It1is as follows: 


“The preservation of the General Government in its | 
whole constitutional vigor, as the sheet anchor of our peace 
at home and satety abroad; a jealous care of the right of 
election by the people, (a mild and safe corrective of abuses, 
which are lopped by the sword of revolution, where peace- 
able remedies are unprovided ;) ABSOLUTE ACQUIESCENCE 
IN THE DECISIONS OF THE MAJORITY—THE VITAL PRINCI- 
PLE OF REPUBLICS, FROM WHICH THERE IS NO APPEAL BUT | 

' 
' 


| TO FORCE, THE VITAL PRINCIPLE AND IMMEDIATE PARENT | 


OF DESPOTISM.”’ 


It was, sir, the trampling under foot of the great 
fundamental prpmplasel ie Democracy here laid | 
down that involved us in this revolution. Men in | 


the southern States claiming to be Democrats re- || 


fused to preserve this Government in its whole 
consututional vigor, and set up, as paramount and 
superior to the General Government, inferior State 
governments. They did not have a jealous care | 
of the right of election by the people; but, on the 
contrary, they repudiated it. ‘They did not yield | 


absolute acquiescence in the decision of the ma- 1] 


jority, as enunciated in the election of Mr. Lin- | 
coln; but they repudiated it, and appealed to force, | 
the vital principle and immediate parent of des- 
potism. ‘The Government of the United States | 
has been engaged, since the commencement of this | 
rebellion, in vindicating these great fundamental | 
principles of Democracy; and while engaged in | 
this work it ought to have the unqualified support 





| of every loyal citizen. 


I shall undertake, Mr. Chairman, to show that 
the present organization of the Democratic party | 
does not yield to the Government that unqualified 
support; that it has thrown and is continuing to 


process that has been ae by other anti-war 
parties which have arisen during the various wars | 


they have encouraged the enemies of the country | 
by declaring that this war was brought about by 
northern abolitionists, and not by the ambition of 


people that this war might have been avoided by | 
compromise, by the adoption, particularly, of the 
Crittenden proposition. I undertake to say, sir, 
upon my responsibility as a Representative upon | 


sion to suppose that this war might have been pre- 
vented by the adoption of the Crittenden compro- 
mise. It is true that some of the leaders of this | 
rebellion voted for that compromise, but it is | 
equally true, as shown by the history of subse- | 
quent events, that it was done fora purpose, and | 
not in good faith; and that if it had been necessary | 
to defeat that compromise in the Senate, at least | 
eight or ten additional southern votes might have 

been and would have been drummed up against it. 





But, sir, | go further. | say that there was noth- 
ing in that compromise—that the subsequent hié- 


——__—___-—— 


Mr. Jef- |! 


|| willing to go for it under the stress of circum. 


| failed. 


|| proposition. 
‘| half, and we gave all. 


} 


| 
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effect upon this rebellion. Why do I come to this 
conclusion? Let us see what it was. I voted for 
it, and would have voted for anything that gave 
the least promise of an adjustment of our unfor- 


‘| tunate difficulties, not because I believed there was 
| any substantial merit in it, but because | enter. 


tained the hope that it might be the means of hold. 
ing back the men engaged in this conspiracy, 
hat was it, L repeat? It was a proposition io 


|| divide the Territories of the United States by the 
| line of 36° 30’ of north latitude, and that slavery 
| relates to emancipation and confiscation, so that || 


should forever be prohibited north of that line, 
and that south of that line it should be left to the 


pane to decide whether they would or would not 


rave slavery as a domestic institution. It went 
a step further, and proposed to divide all subse- 


| quently acquired territory by the same line. | 


objected to the latter proposition, because | did 


|, not think it was right on the part of this Govern- 


ment to undertake to divide territory which it did 


the different sections of the Union how they should 
parcel out the territory which they might acquire 
from Mexico or any other nation. Still, | was 


stances by which we were then surrounded. 

But what did it amount to afterall? As [have 
already remarked, it proposed to divide this ter- 
ritory by the line of 36° 30’ of north latitude. Ir 
The rebellion went on. At the next ses- 
sion of Congress, after these gentlemen had got- 
ten up this rebellion and abandoned their places, 
leaving the Republican party a majority here and 
in the Senate, we settled the slavery question 
upon more favorable terms than the Criitenden 
The Crittenden proposition asked 
We struck out the line of 
36° 30', and adopted the principle of non-inter- 
vention. We declared that the people of every 
foot of territory should have extended to them the 
privilege which the Crittenden proposition claimed 
only for those south of the line of 36° 30’. We 
went a step further. We declared in that act that 
the territorial Legislatures should notinterfere, by 
any unfriendly legislation, with the interests and 
rights of the South, by declaring that one species 
of property should not be taxed higher than an- 
other. We wenta step further, and declared in 
that bill that no vested rights in property in any 
of those Territories should be divested by territo- 
rial legislation. Thus much we did. Yet it is 
maintained by gentlemen upon this floor, Dem- 
ocrats and conservatives, that the failure of the 
Crittenden proposition involved us in this war; 
whereas, afier these gentlemen from the South 
had left us, the Congress of the United States, in 
which there was a clear working majority of the 
dominant party, passed a Jaw giving them more 
advantages and more privileges in the Territories 
than they professed to ask for in the previous ses- 
sion of Congress. , 

The present Democratic party has, I believe, 

ut itself in the position of an anti-war party, by 
iden out to the people the idea that the war is 


| to be prosecuted, not for the preservation of the 


Union, but for the abolition of slavery. Sir, | 
know no man, either in public or private life, who 
maintains that position. It is true there are met 
in Congress, and out of Congress, who believe 
the abolition of slavery is a necessary means to 


| the successful prosecution of this war; but! have 


yet to know one man who declares that this war 


| must be prosecuted for the abolition of slavery. 


But the abolition of slavery, so far as it is con- 
tended for, is only contended foras a means of the 
successful prosecution of the war for the restora- 
tion of the Union; and when gentlemen _— 
this charge before their coustituents, and declare 
to them that there is a party in this Government 
who are for using the means necessary for the 
prosecution of the war for the mere abolition of 
slavery, they are falsifying the record, and putung 
those who are for using, in good faith, all proper 
means for the prosecution of the war in a false 
position, 

But they are in the habit also of persuading the 
people that the executive department of this ne- 
tion is endeavoring to trample the Constitution 
under foot; that the Constitution is to be taken 
away from the people; that all their rights and 
privileges under that instrament are to be swep! 
away; that we are contending forthe Union with- 
out the Constitution. 

Sir, | happen to. come from a State and a sec- 
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